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This research critically analyses the phenomenon of calumny in the biography
of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), as presented in specific Islamic
sources and Orientalist studies. It seeks to deconstruct the methodological
foundations from which these distortions originated and clarify their impact on
shaping the historical image of the Imam. The study posits that a segment of
these narratives was woven amid the Umayyad and Abbasid political conflicts,
utilised to undermine the status of the Imam and diminish his leadership role.
This was achieved by falsely accusing him of excessive marriage and divorce, or
lack of resolve in battle—allegations that contradict the facts of his biography
and positions. The research monitors the treatment of these narratives by some
Orientalists, including Wilferd Madelung and others, who reproduced the same

stereotype in Western critical analyses. They are shown to have overlooked the

scholarly criteria for historical criticism and the doctrinal and political contexts in

which these accounts arose. By comparing the corrective Islamic vision with the

analytical Orientalist perspective, the research demonstrates that the biography
of Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) exemplifies a conscious leadership that balanced
the principle with the societal interest , and that many of the slanders fall short
of convincing the modern criticism, which hours such a luminous figure. The
study employs an analytical, critical, and comparative methodology, based on
textual verification and a stable approach to Islamic and Orientalist historical
schools, to achieve an equitable reading that restores the true brilliance of the
Hassan biography.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.), Calumny, Islamic Narratives,
Orientalism, Historical Distortion, Wilferd Madelung, Modern Criticism, Hassan

biography, Marriage and Divorce, Islamic Leadership.
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This research addresses the Peace Treaty of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba
(P.B.U.H.) with Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan as a pivotal moment in Islamic political
history, representing a nexus between the missionary principle and political real-
ism. The study attempts a re-reading of this event in light of the commentary by
the Mutazilite scholar Ibn Abi Al-Hadid on Nahj Al-Balagha, which relies on the
narratives of foremost Sunni historians, particularly Al-Madaini and Abu Al-Faraj
Al-Isfahani. The research aims to reveal the rationalist Mutazilite perspective on
the Imam’s peace treaty accord and how lbn Abi Al-Hadid presented a precise
hermeneutical interpretation of the event’s circumstances, achieved through an
analysis of Letter 31 from Imam Ali (P.B.U.H.) to his son Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.). The
study demonstrates that Ibn Abi Al-Hadid viewed peace as a strategic choice stem-

ming from a profound awareness of the Islamic Nation’s reality and the Imam’s

concern for preventing bloodshed and preserving the Islamic entity, rather than
an expression of weakness or retreat. The study also examines lbn Abi Al-Hadid’s

stance on Muawiyah’s breach of the treaty terms, highlighting the political treach-
ery in his conduct and reinforcing the justice and ethical superiority of the Hassan
position. The study employs an analytical-comparative methodology, focusing on
approximating the Sunni, Mutazilite, and Imami narratives to gain a comprehen-
sive understanding of the event from multiple angles. It concludes that this Mutaz-
ilite reading opens new horizons for understanding the peace treaty as a conscious
reformative action that balances the requirements of the Message with the exi-
gencies of political reality, and revalidates the hermeneutical intellect in the study
of Islamic heritage.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), The Peace Treaty of Imam
Al-Hassan, Ibn Abi Al-Hadid, Nahj Al-Balagha, Al-Madaini, Abu Al-Faraj Al-Isfahani,
Muawiyah, Caliphate, Mutazilite Thought, Comparative Reading.
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-—~BiAbstractis--

This research examines the social and jurisprudential aspects of Imam Al-Has-
san Al-Mujtaba’s (P.B.U.H.) testaments concerning the preservation of believers’
lives, as well as the reformative implications they hold for the Mahdawi Strate-
gy in safeguarding the Islamic Nation and preparing it to support Imam Al-Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his reappearance). It focuses on his testament to his brother,
Imam Al-Hussain (P.B.U.H.), to avoid bloodshed for the sake of his burial next to
his grandfather, the Messenger of Allah (P.B.U.H.), as a paramount example of a
religious and social principle that prohibits the unjust spilling of blood, based on
rules like: “Preservation of life is obligatory” and “The blood of a Muslim shall not
be invalidated.” The study highlights the position of Imam Al-Hassan regarding the
peace treaty with Muawiyah as a strategic choice to protect the Islamic Nation
from trouble and to pave the way for the continuity of the divine message. It con-
cludes that the preservation of life represents a conscious dimension of the divine
plan for achieving global justice, and that Mahdawi’s awaiting is a positive action
requiring balanced intellectual and social preparation.

Keywords: Commandments of Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.), Preservation of
Blood, Mahdawi Strategy, Preservation of Self, Awaiting, Jurisprudential and Social
Studies.
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-—~BiAbstractis--

This research aims to study the imam Ali and imam Hassan discourses in the
period following the Caliphate and the peace treaty through a semantic and ana-
lytical comparison, revealing similarities and differences in their linguistic, stylistic,
and intellectual structures. The study is based on the premise that the discourses
of Imams Ali and Al-Hassan (P.B.U.T.) are similar in their prophetic essence and
reformative goal, resulting from their shared turbulent political context and sim-
ilar audiences. However, each possesses a unique rhetorical tone dictated by the
nature of the stage and the objective. The research traces the manifestations of
the semantics in Imam Al-Hassan’s sermons following the peace treaty, comparing
them with the Al-Shagshaqiyyah Sermon of Imam Ali (P.B.U.H.) delivered after the
Caliphate, in terms of the power of the semantics, the diversity of style between
symbolism and explicitness, the use of Quranic evidence, direct censure, and the
justification of political stances. The research also analyses the structural and se-
mantic compositions of the two discourses, demonstrating how each Imam was
able to express his political position in a profound reformative language that bal-
anced firmness with wisdom. The researcher employed an analytical-comparative
methodology to balance the rhetorical texts, tracking the mechanisms of building
the argument, tools of persuasion, and methods of gradually presenting the idea.
The research concluded that the imam Ali and imam Hassan discourses represent
an extension of the missionary Imamate discourse rooted in revealing the truth
and condemning deviation with an elevated rhetorical style that combines rational
argument with moral symbolism.

Keywords: Imam Ali (P.B.U.H.), Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.), Political Discourse,
Peace Treaty.
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-—~BiAbstractis--

This research examines the Divine Leadership Model of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mu-
jtaba as an integrated reform project that combines divine leadership with eco-
nomic and social awareness during a historical period marked by political trans-
formations and intellectual challenges. The research is based on the premise that
Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) exercised a conscious, divinely oriented leadership
rooted in the objectives of Islamic law, concerning the preservation of religion, self,
and wealth, and balanced the tenets of faith with the exigencies of political and
economic reality. The research focuses on analysing the Imam»s decisions—par-
ticularly his peace treaty with Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan—from a financial reform
perspective, demonstrating how this decision contributed to protecting the public
treasury, readjusting the Islamic Nation»s resources, and safeguarding the dignity
of the Islamic society from collapse. The research also reviews his policies in state

administration, wealth distribution, and promoting the principle of social justice in

. light of his Quranic and ethical vision. The study employed an analytical-historical

methodology, tracing events and interpreting them within their temporal and so-
cial context, with precise scholarly documentation from sources. The significance
of the study lies in highlighting the economic and intellectual dimension of the
Hassan leadership as part of the Ahl Al-Bayt>s (P.B.U.H.) project of comprehensive
reform, and in calling for inspiration from his leadership experience in managing
contemporary resources and crises.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), Divine Leadership, Economic
Reform.
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—~33Abstractis-

This research explores Quiet Leadership and Emotional Intelligence in the
biography of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), presenting them as two
integrated models for developing a psychologically and educationally balanced
leadership personality. The research is based on the premise that Imam Al-Hassan
(P.B.U.H.) represented a great model of a wise, emotionally balanced leader,
capable of controlling his reactions, containing his environment, and transforming
political and social crises into opportunities for reform and unity. The research
offers an analytical approach that integrates leadership psychology with ethical
education. It begins by presenting the theoretical concepts of Quiet Leadership
and Emotional Intelligence, relying on modern educational psychology literature,
and then links them to the Imam’s practical behaviours in his major stances, such
as the peace treaty with Muawiyah, his handling of internal opposition, and his
conscious patience during hardships. This demonstrates that his quietude was
not a weakness, but a pedagogical and leadership strategy that maintained social
cohesion and protected the Islamic Nation from division. The study is distinguished
by integrating the concepts of Quiet Leadership with Emotional Intelligence
and psychological balance in a contemporary reading of the Imam’s Biography,
presenting an educational model that can be utilised in building modern individual
and institutional leadership. The research concludes by proposing practical
applications in the fields of administration, education, and self-development,
making the Hassan experience a global educational reference for preparing
psychologically and ethically balanced leaders.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), Quiet Leadership, Emotional
Intelligence.
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The current research explores the features of the Quranic Personality of Imam
Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.) by studying his ethical and behavioural attributes,
which were embodied in the light of Quranic ayats and narrated traditions,
and by analysing his practical stances that formed an integrated model for the
embodiment of divine values in human reality. The research aims to explore
how the ethical dimension is intertwined with the doctrinal one in his blessed
personality, as a living chain of the Prophetic Message and a manifestation of
divine mercy for the Islamic Nation. The research focuses on the manifestation of
the concepts of generosity, forgiveness, patience, and wisdom in the chronicle of
the Imam as sublime Quranic attributes embodied in his behaviour and stance. It
also discusses the Quranic ayats revealed about him, such as the ayatof Mutual
Imprecation and the ayat of Purification, clarifying their implications for the
formation of his infallible personality and his position in the framework of the Ahl
Al-Bayt (P.B.U.H.), whom Allah made an embodiment of guidance and example. The
study employed a descriptive-analytical methodology, relying on Quranic, Hadith,
and exegesis sources, to demonstrate how Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) established,
through his Biography. This ethical and spiritual school highlights the relationship
between man and both Heaven and society. The results confirm that his personality
represents the highest Quranic exemplar in embodying divine mercy, forgiveness,
and generosity, and that it contributes to establishing the system of values upon
which the spiritual and ethical identity of the Islamic Nation is built.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), The Holy Quran, Verses of
the Ahl Al-Bayt, Generosity, Divine Attributes, Forgiveness, Patience, Wisdom,
Analytical Methodology, Quranic Ethics.
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-—~2Abstractis--

This research examines the media leadership of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba
(P.B.U.H.) and its role in consolidating collective awareness and promoting Islamic
unity during a pivotal stage in the history of the Islamic Nation after the martyrdom
of Amir Al-Muminin (P.B.U.H.). The research is based on the premise that Imam
Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) played a unique leadership role that combined political
astuteness with media pioneering, transforming the word into a tool for reform,
awareness, and fortification against trouble and division.

The research aims to analyse the leadership styles in the discourse of the imam
by examining his sermons, letters, and political stances as media texts that convey
an integrated intellectual structure based on wisdom, truthfulness, clarity, and
the humanitarian dimension. The research highlights that the Imam relied on
prudent communication methods in directing public opinion, combining rational

and emotional discourse, and utilised platforms, letters, and political dialogues to

. establish the principles of reform and unity, making him a pioneer in prophetic

media before the emergence of the modern concept of media.

The researcher adopted the analytical-historical methodology, relying on
authenticated Islamic sources, to elucidate the dimensions of media leadership
in the thought of Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) and how his discourse represented a
school in the art of persuasion, influence, and enlightenment. The study concludes
that the experience of Imam represents the model of conscious communicational
leadership that was able to confront division with awareness and solidify the spirit
of unity on firm ethical and doctrinal foundations.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.), Leadership, Prophetic Media,
Collective Awareness, Political Discourse, Islamic Unity, Reform, Argumentation,

Communication, Leadership Thought.
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-—~2Abstractis--

This research presents the media role in the thought of Imams Al-Hassan and
Al-Hussain (P.B.U.H.) by analysing the factors of Clarification and Will in their pro-
phetic policy, and how Islamic media was transformed into a reformative means
for unveiling the truth and mobilising the Islamic Nation against the Umayyad de-
viation. The study is based on the idea that media, in the methodology of the two
Imams, was not a transient rhetorical act but a strategic awareness project based
on wisdom and purposeful planning to rebuild the collective consciousness of Is-
lamic Nation according to the divine vision.

The research focuses on the factor of Clarification as manifested in the policy of
Imam Al-Hassan during his peace treaty with Muawiyah, where he used media dis-
course as a means to clarify facts, expose the falsehood of authority, and consoli-
date the correct doctrine without compromise or surrender. The factor of Will was

embodied in the uprising of Imam Al-Hussain (P.B.U.H.), which stirred the Islamic

: conscience and restored the Islamic Nation»s awareness and determination to re-

sist oppression. The Hussainid Revolution was thus a complementary extension of
the Hassan Clarification in forging both awareness and will.

The research employed a descriptive-analytical methodology to examine his-
torical events and link them to contemporary Islamic media concepts. It concludes
that the policy of Alhassanein , the two Hassans (P.B.U.H.), represents an integrat-
ed model for crisis management through purposeful media discourse, based on
exposition, enlightenment, and the mobilisation of collective will.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.), Imam Al-Hussain (P.B.U.H.), Islamic Me-
dia, Clarification, Will, Collective Awareness, Reformative Discourse, Peace Treaty,
Revolution, Religious Policy.
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-—~2Abstractis--

This research examines the legacy of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.),
one of the luminaries of the Ahl Al-Bayt (P.B.U.H.), who played a pivotal role in
shaping Islamic awareness and guiding the trajectory of the Islamic Nation , par-
ticularly during a period marked by political tension and doctrinal division. The
research problem lies in the attempts at distortion that targeted the biography of
Imam, portraying him as an appeaser or compromiser, which resulted in obscuring
the features of his intellectual, political, and leadership personality.

The research aims to elucidate the actual dimensions of Imam Al-Hassan’s her-
itage by analyzing his stances, sayings, and concepts on issues of Monotheism,
ethics, leadership, and reform, while re-reading his decision for peace with Muaw-
iyah in light of the historical stage and the social and political reality of the Islamic
Nation at that time, considering it a strategic choice that preserved the essence
of the missionary project for the Islamic Nation. The research adopted an analyt-

. ical-critical methodology based on authenticated texts from the heritage of the

Ahl Al-Bayt (P.B.U.H.), supported by an objective historical reading that reveals the
motives for distortion and confirms the authenticity of the Hassan stance in its
prophetic and political dimensions.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.), Imamate, Shia Heritage, Political Distor-
tion, Leadership, Reform.
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This research examines the image of Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba (P.B.U.H.)
in the writings of fair-minded Orientalists, using Laura Veccia Vaglieri, an Italian
Orientalist, as an Example. She represented an academic balanced approach to
studying the Biography of the Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.H.), differing from the stereotype
presented by the majority of Orientalist studies, which often have hostile or biased
leanings.

The research reviews the beginnings and development of the Orientalist
movement, then introduces the Orientalist Vaglieri, her biography, and her schol-
arly methodology, which is based on objective analysis and fairness in reading Is-
lamic texts. It then highlights what she wrote about Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.)
concerning his virtues and miracles, as reported in reliable Prophetic and historical
narratives.

The Orientalist focused on the Imam’s status in the Prophetic consciousness,
as well as his physical, ethical, and spiritual qualities that embodied the Prophetic
extension in his person, in addition to his signs and miracles, which expressed his
deep spiritual and guardianship dimension.

The research employed an analytical-comparative methodology, balancing
Vaglieri>s insights with the content of Islamic sources by tracing the linguistic and
terminological concepts of virtues and miracles, and inferring their intellectual
and doctrinal implications. The study confirms that fair-minded scholars, such as
Vaglieri, presented a sophisticated humanitarian reading that approximates the
spirit of Islam, highlighting the bright image of Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) and the
Ahl Al-Bayt in general.

Keywords: Orientalism, Fair-Minded Orientalists, Laura Vaglieri, Imam Al-Has-
san ibn Ali (P.B.U.H.), Prophetic Virtues, Physical and Ethical Attributes, Miracles,
Comparative Methodology, Objectivity in Western Studies.
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strategies. They are both amount 15%.

5. Conclusions

After doing data analysis and discussing its results, the researcher has reached

thefollowingconclusions:

1.Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) resists Mu’awia with employing six resistance
strategies which are : lexical, narrative, intertextual, grammatical, irony/sarcasm,
and silence .All these strategies are used by Al-imam(PBUH) in this debate, hence
the first hypothesis which states “Al-imam (PBUH) resists Mu’awia’s injustice and
corruption by employing six resist strategies which are : lexical , intertextual , nar-
rative , grammatical, irony and sarcasm , and silence” is verified

2.The most frequently employed strategies are : grammatical and intertextual.
Consequently, the second hypothesis which states “Grammatical and lexical re-

sistance are employed most frequently” is partially verified and partially rejected

because it states that grammatical and lexical are most frequently used.

3.Social norms and politeness are the socio-pragmatic employed strategies by
Al-Hassan (PBUH) in this debate. The most frequently used ones are: appropriate-
ness and turn taking sociolinguistically , and the positive and negative politeness
pragmatically . Hence, the third hypothesis which states “ Social norms and polite-
ness are the socio-pragmatic employed strategies by Al-Imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) in
this debate. The most frequently used ones are: Turn taking and appropriateness

socially and positive and negative politeness pragmatically “ is verified.
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Table (2) : Social Norms Utilization by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH)

Social Norms Times of Use Percentage
Appropriateness 4 33.33%
Turn taking 5 41.67%
Identity Performance 3 25.0%
Total 12 100%

It is well appeared from Table (2) that identity performance receives the least
percentage , it is about 25.0% .This leaves an impression of being rich to identify
himself who he is ,because even his enemies know that.

The highest percentages are given to appropriateness and turn taking . The first
one is 33.33% and the second one is 41.67%. This represents a reflection of the

high ethics carried by Al-Hassan (PBUH) because of which he adheres to social
principals of respecting others even in defending himself and resisting his enemies.
Table(3) :Politeness Strategies Utilization by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH)

Politeness Strategies Times of Use Percentage
Positive 8 40%
Negative 6 30%

Off-record 3 15 %
On-record 3 15%
Total 20 100%

Table (3) demonstrates that Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) gives the highest atten-
tion to positive face of his addressees. This is indicated by the highest percentage
of positive politeness which is 40%. Yet, that does not mean he neglects the neg-
ative face , negative politeness strategy receives the second rank which is.30 %.

On the other hand, the least percentages are given to off-road and on-record
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4.Result of Analysis

Table (1) : Resistance Strategies Utilization by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH)

Resistance Strategies Times of Use Percentage
Lexical Resistance 7 15.56%
Intertextual Resistances 11 24.44%
Narrative Resistance 7 15.56%
Grammatical Resistance 15 33.33%
Irony /sarcasm 3 6.67%
Silence 2 4.44%
Total 45 100%

According to Table (1), irony/sarcasm and silence receive the least percentages
which are 6.67% for irony and 4.44% for silence. Moreover , the lexical and nar-
rative resistance strategies are equally employed by Al-Hassan( PBUH), they are
amount 15.56%.

On the other side , intertextual resistance is used about 24.44%and lastly the
grammatical resistance strategy takes the highest percentage which is 33.33%.

Since the highest percentages are given to grammatical and intertextual resist-

ance, it seems significant to stand a bit and comment upon the reason for employ-
ing them highly.

The highest percentage of grammatical resistance strategy gives an impression
of the high linguistic eloquence that is possessed by Al -imam (PBUH) which is
definitely inherited . Itis not strange to say that because he sprung up in Prophet-
ic house in the lap of Prophet Muhammad and Ali and Fatima Al-Zahra’a( PBUT).

Additionally, the second rank that is given to intertextual resistance strategy

reflects the high doctrinal knowledge that he possessed whether it is Qura’nic

knowledge or Prophetic sayings.
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3.3.3.3 Off Record Politeness
i.Utilizing Metaphor
oo kS oSG ol Je LoD
An implied comparison between Noah’s ark and Ahl Albyat is used to illustrate
the fate of those who do not follow them rhetorically in a mitigated way .
ii.Being Ironic
CoggpexieVsaleg.
It does not mean that Mu’awia’s allies do not curse Al-imam (PBUH), rather it
is an ironic formula to resist them. Al-Hassan (PBUH) wants to say that “ they did
curse me because YOU allow them to do so “
iii.Being Ambiguous
(o shall a5 oo S b (2l g5 Sy sls (0 s el o)
Al-Hassan (PBUH) does not say it clearly that there are more to be said of

Mu’awia’s bad deeds, yet he leaves it ambiguous to make audience seek by them-

selves and make Mu’awia worried of revealing what is unsaid.
3.3.3.4 Bald on Record

«...L”;Tﬂ}.ﬂj‘d;owijbﬁj‘ﬂyw’yj&;}mA{}au,»
Directly, Al-imam Al-Hassan PBUH resists Mu’awia’s accusations and curse to-
wards Muhammad and his household by reveling the reason behind doing that.
«q,aj\‘}w;\&W&g,@‘duow\;ﬁj‘wwwmmwi»
Without mitigation, Al-imam (PBUH) exposes the hypocrisy of Mu’awia that is
illustrated by his unfaithful Islam .That is to say, he is Muslim only in front of peo-
ple just as a word , in fact , he has no one single feature of Muslims.
«...d;w@\yaf.xsj‘i}bwu&T_SUSOAVL;T(L‘:»
Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) accuses Mu’awia of fighting Ali (PBUH) during his
life.He attributes this action to those who do not believe in afterlife or fear hell

and God’s agony.
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3.3.3.2 Negative Politeness
i.Being Indirect
il bl |y Vg o pazede Ui 15asSS Y 5 1o 0 50 slall 0 e S Ll e |gmocasls
.40

It seems that Al-imam (PBUH) wants to demonstrate his resistance and rejec-
tion to their gathering against him indirectly .

ii.Employing Questions

In this debate, the most frequently used structure of language is the rhetorical
question of ...0gala3 Jo 1L Sassl because it situates Mu’awia and his allies in
front of undeniable historical facts.

iii.Demonstrating Pessimistic

(A (& o o oIS 8 et DL ST 5 ety A3 Wl Lo bl el 050
Al-Hassan (PBUH) exposes with categorical confirmation his pessimism and

disappointment that Mu’awia’s Islam is only appearance not deeply existed in his

heart .

iv.Giving Deference
€.t =0 rsf'b‘tf v&&jé.u S b ok

In this line , Al-imam (PBUH ) demonstrates the divine authority given by God
to his family which is guiding lost people like Mu’awia and others to the right way .

v.Using Impersonalization

@) el s 815 3Ll GL5T L sl ST S T 0l 9

Al-Hassan (PBUH) does not mention the names of Mu’awia’s father and brother
despite of his knowledge of them. In other words , he wants to reduce the threat
of mentioning their names by impersonalization.

vi.Presenting the Threat as a General Rule

It can be seen when Al-imam( PBUH) says ¢ ‘c wv_i.e P J_ai JEANPY
S5 Lge ClE ey e Lgd |=sHe presents it as a divine rule that those who follow
Ahl Albyat is on the safe side, on the contrary of those who do not follow them
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or negatively is known by them as listeners.
ii.Employing hints to the hearer
(g y 5 il (g0le oy o pmn s 5 ) gl Jor 5 O (§ 52 )

In this line , Al-imam (PBUH) presents the threat of revealing Mu’awia’s enmity
to him and his Prophet by using hints. He states it in form of rhetorical question to
make an implied comparison between a good man who obeys God and his Prophet
and a bad one who stands against them .

iii.Showing attention to the addresses’ desires and needs

In spite of his being resisting, Al-imam (PBUH) tries as possible to align himself

with his addressees interests , needs and desires as in :
(€IS ol G oI J T (I 1n Ja (Sl | Ll 50—
(.. ngﬁ\»_

Moreover, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH), despite his dispute with Mu’awia, he

gives him an attention when he says L9l b Tl el g

iv.Employing in-group markers

This can be seen in the repeated employment of Lol pSJ.:JTas a traditional
phrase used most frequently in Arabic discourse.

v.Avoid disagreement with the addresee

(s b sVl Els J 3TN

This sentence presents a reduction tact of what Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) is
going to elaborate. In other words, it leaves an impression that what is said is not
exactly what is existed in Mu’awia, yet less than it.
vi.Trying as possible to agree with the hearer

Al-imam Al-Hassan PBUH uses the rhetorical formula of 0gela3 Jato make it
presupposed that what is said is known by the addressees , so they can not disa-
gree him.

vii.Assert knowledge and interest of the addressee’s willing

Itis well known by all people what and when Islamic Battles happen like : Bader
, Suhud , Al-Qanaq , Al-A’hzab ,even incidents like Khaybar s> and Al-Ghadeer
w4l but Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) retells them to assert the existed knowledge

possessed by people.
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such impression of high acquaintance of the norm of appropriateness of the con-
text which is a religious one.
ii.Norm of Turn Taking
This norm is perfectly applied by Al-imam (PBUH) because he leaves all Mu’wia’a
friends talk and end their utterance then he started responding them .
So, we can say that Al-imam, five times gives the turn to the other side without
any interrupting , then he takes his turn to respond each one of them.
iii.Norm of Identity Performance
«...‘Uf'pvsf'\j‘upvﬁj‘g.xa S b ok
It represents a great deal of self presentation in which he uses the pronoun U
in Wsland L,>lto demonstrate his attribution to Ahl Al-Bayt (PBUT) as guiders of
lost people.
ROAPSPYIS ST RPENy) U PUt PRSI FPU ST NNEE 2 (1S PURPICI NPUN B F P WPER S|
Al s 2t e (o oSS W el ool e b s s a1
In these lines, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) presents himself as one of Ahl Albyat

whom the Prophet Muhammad recommended to be followed before his death. It
seems that he wants to tell Mu’awia that “you and your father do not adhere to
the Prophet Muhammad’s recommendation.«
TS TIENY UNPS PPN [EPENN U PUCF PR EN PEFESSES 2 (NI PIRI
b s o e koS oSG o ool e (51 U cpalsle e Lo aa il o aV1s e s pgl!
UG8 Lo S e o

For the sake of exposing his family as rescures of people , Al-imam (PBUH) com-
pares them rhetorically to Noah’s ark .It is a great deal of identity presentation by
which he reveals how he is the true deserver of Al-Gilafa . In addition , he gives
hint about the fate of those who do not follow Ahl Albyat which is the same fate of
those who did not get in Noah’s ark and consequently damned.

3.3 .3 Pragmatics :Politeness

3.3.3.1 Positive politeness

i.Presupposing or asserting the shared knowledge

This can be seen by the utilization of the phrase ... Ogolad J» Ll pSJ.&JTto give

an impression that what is said by Al-Hassan (PBUH )about his enemies positively
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e In spite of saying the sentence 4 ¢, 4as gy chglus o dis Sl Log
,Jokidlyet it has a deep meaning of silence. He resists Mu’awia by making him and
his allies worried of what is unsaid. Additionally, he urges the audience to seek it
by themselves.

3.3.2 Sociolinguistic Analysis of Resistance
i.Norm of Appropriateness
({H=Ne VSF'TJ L rﬁj S Ul db ok
Sociolinguistically, it is an excellent sentence for starting a religious utterance
that is produced by Al-imam (PBUH) which has different codes. Firstly , it is a re-
flection of a faithful personality who thanks God in all cases and about all what
happens even if it is harmful somewhat. Secondly, it represents a resistance to
Mu’awia because Al-Hassan (PBUH) wants to show him that he and his fathers are
infidels and guided by Ahl Al-Bayt starting from Prophet Muhammad (PBUT) till
the time of the debate of Al-Hassan (PBUH).
o he 055kl 0 podd I UL o | pma
Actually, this sentence represents a high strong tact of resistance aligning with

the social context of the debate.He uses such a skillful manner of gaining Mu’awia
and his allies’ attention (» l92ewl with the taste of resistance in 0 gesel! NP
e e Og9lasll tO show them in which class of people he sets them.
s O godas Jaldbl (S
This is an oath formula that is employed about fifteen times in the selected part
of the debate. It reflects the deep suitability and meaning delivery that it carries.
At each time, he uses it, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) follows it by either a merit of
Ahl Albayt (PBUT) or demerits of Banu Umayya specifically Mu’awia and his father.
Add to that, the utilization of .... Ogelad Ja! AL pSJ.w.ﬂ refers to the shared
knowledge between Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) and Mua’wia and his friends. In
other words, it carries the meaning that what is said by Al-imam (PBUH) about
Mu’awia’s badness is definitely correct.
«...vl,«)d\j%;ﬂ.u;u%ﬁ_};vb;yﬂ
Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) ,despite of his being the grandson of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUT), he uses the words (54l de=s Giuwto refer to him This gives
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debate is the frequent employment of ..o solss aldily (,S.x_:;ﬁthen mentioning one
of two, either stating specific situation that glorifies Ahl Albyat (PBUT) specially Ali
(PBUH) or undermining Banu Umayya specifically Mu’awia and his father.

It is worthy to say that this structure is used fifteen times in the selected part of
the debate and definitely this is not vain. Firstly, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) uses
this phrase repeatedly because of its relevance to the Arabic tradition. In Arab ,
this phrase invokes the conscience of the addressee and letting him say the truth
or accept it under the power of conscience.

Additionally, he says (,S.xw\ not J.zsl despite directing the utterance to Mu’awia.
That means he intends moving the conscience of the existed audience towards the
truth.

v.Irony and Sarcasm

This strategy is seen when Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) resists Mu’awia in such

a tactic manner that undermines him and demonstrate his badness sarcastically
as when he says “ SU ga9 three times to mock Mu’awia by highlighting the neg-
ative habits and irresponsible behavior of leaving discussing important issue with ?
Prophet Muhammad (PBUT) and persisting eating.

Additionally, his calling Mu’awia @yl Lis a meaningful sarcastic nickname
with deep rhetorical message. Another position of resisting Mu’awia ironically by
Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) is recalling the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUT) supplica-
tion 4ida xei3 Y 0 glll to emphasize Mu’awia’s greediness.
vi.Silence

In spite of his being verbally cursed and accused by Mu’awia and his allies, Al-
imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) in specific positions employed this strategy talently.

Firstly , he stays as a silent addressee till all Mu’awiy’s allies end with what they
are saying from cursed and accusations. This in fact has more than one form of
resistance:

o It refers to the amount of respecting that Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) posses,
because in Arabic culture leaving the speaker ends all what he/she is saying with-
out interrupting is highly respectable. He wants to show all people what respecta-

ble persons are Mu’awia and his allies cursing.
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two important things : firstly Abu Sufyan’s being completely infidel in the existence
of heaven and hell .And , secondly , his greediness of thinking in caliphate. Defi-
nitely, Al-Hassan’s purpose of mentioning this is undermining resistance Mu’awia
by undermining him and his father when he shows people exactly what is said by
Abu Sufyan.
o oA A m LU 0l a g e ned ) o AT 0L LTOT O salasl 1 L (Suil )
U s oS 0l 5l Joal L s oo el b o il sl o 5 13] o o 5 55 A1 oy )
gl o cale
This is such a shameful historical situation that is exposed to people to show
them the hypocrisy of Abu Sufyan when Othman became successor . Abu Sufyan
did such a silly situation when he takes Al-Hussain (PBUH ) (Al-Hassan’s brother)
to the cemetery and talked with those good people who fought couraglly to sup-
port Islam and they were martyred, he talkes to them saying “ what you are dead

because of , now is under our hands”. Which means now caliphate is under Banu

Umayya’s hands . This situation reveals the much of hatneess that Banu Umayya

possess towards Islam and represents a fabulous way of resisting Mu’awia.
iii.Narrative Resistance
This strategy of resistance is employed by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) in the fol-
lowing contexts:
e Narrating what happened in Bader Battle
e Al-A’hzab Battle
e Khaybar Incident
e Tabook Battle
e What the Prophet said before his dead (Hadith Al-Thaqalein)
e Hanne’s Battle
e What happened when Abu Sufyan took Al-Hussain (PBUH) to the cemetery
Al-imam Al-Hassan’s purpose of narrating these situations is demonstrating the
shameful history of Banu Umayya in front of the sacred situation of Ahl Albyat
(PBUT).
iv.Grammatical Resistance

The abnormal grammatical structure used by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) in this
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mentioning such evidence about his father state is showing how a good person is
cursed by Mu’awia and his allies wrongly.
oLl p gy () CUST 5 S (3 bl 5 g b 25 Y gl bl gy S50
For the sake of supporting his resistance to Mu’awia, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH)
brings a saying for the Prophet Muhammad (PBUT) that illustrates Mu’awia greedi-
ness not only in Gilafa, but also in every thing in life including food.
=I5 I LI Ol T U5 oS3 J o V5 LY o dbl 2 i) J ey JUS a5y W)
G O paanT O a3l s Al 5 4SO 5 il aals (g 5nll
In these lines, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) resists Mu’awia in such a tactic
way that turns the table on him. In other words , Mu’awia curses Ali (PBUH) , but
Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) does not do the same , he just reminds Mu’awia of
the evidence about the history. Abu Sufyan as an infidel who glorified Al'iza ;!
which is one of infidel’s idols including Mu’awia and his father.
PR S PP P PRCE FCTRUPY %wtumu};udu\ﬁe L s e bl J g5 el
(<...bw\rﬁ¢lq)sjwu&|w%§s&\dj_w

Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) for the second time brings a verse from Glorious

Qura’n to resist Mu’awia. In this verse , the word W4Sae rhetorically means (lim-
ited) .It means that guidance is limited to specific boundaries. In other words, it
seems that Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH ) wants to tell Mu’awia that “ he, his father
and his followers can not reach guidance neither guidance reach them because
they are not worthy of it.
Y :idB S e se CL;‘&\@LM\ Iy Lt s Bl p g J LI CL;NU 5Ll bl J gany oynlid
G gB Y et Vs e e g o 53 LT LY e Lo el o

Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) reminds Mu’awia that in Al-Ahzab Battle, he and his
father were infidels .So, they fought against Islam. At that time, Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUT) asks God to curse all of them with ensurance that there is no single
good person within them.

o 0 b 1l i dll Jgeny s § o o Olelie e J53 Oliioas Ul OF O galad
ou Ol Gl s ($U1 93 Al (a0 OLd b A3MN 1915 Oladaw 92l U8B Y 1 b § epe o Lile
€Yy diz o o

These lines represent a strong hit on Mu’awia’s head .It reveals for all people
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(PBUT) about Al-imam Ali (PBUH) to remind people specifically Mu’awia of what
happened in Khaybar Incident s ddsl>when Mu’awia and his allies were with
infidels while Ali (PBUH) was the only one who defends them.
LKT»:Ju;J}Hbir;wyya),uu}qwigﬁujwjui:&\Jﬁﬂ)du;»
«....E;\J)_:.x_zﬁ_;bjj_so_w‘&\ Ll,;u;&;y,;ywu\
Intentionally, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) recalls this saying to show the hight
state given by God to his father which is having leadership after the Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUT) as a commode from God . He wants to show Mu’awia and other
the high state of his father in front of them because they cursed him.
Al OLS odmy 15 has L e o S80S 505 ) Ll LD s Il i (3 IS 20l d s, 0T
LT s LS o il O 55T (o Lol 5 58 5 aeLiiten | sl 5 cacaSiomay | ol g sl o 1 gn i 5 cads 1511
«...V_mm_u,_nﬂ%;pjg;ﬁyi
This text is a quotation from Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUT) last sermon in
which he recommended people to handle two things in order not to be lost after
his death which are: Gracious Qur’an and Ahl Albayt (PBUT) . It seems that he
wants to refer to the amount of lose that Mu’awia is living in because he does not
handle both of them.
535 ¢ gl ol e 3o 5Nl e g oo £ IS oy e B Clo =l s sas Lo o
G o 85 il b adar s oanme sl 3 Y 5 cinie (5 V1 e Jad S0 Ule
Here the word oYy means follow , love and support Ali (PBUH) and those who

love , follow and support Ali (PBUH) are winners in life and after life.So, Al-imam
Al-Hassan (PBUH) brings this saying specifically to indicate the fate of Mu’awia, his
family and followers because of the fight of Ali and his sons , which is the lowest
level in hell.
E 2N &)L 5 K J5T 6 ol 3 2 AT DT L s e i U
04 Oy a5 010,15 L NS 0 1 8655 e 1,85 e il
Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) persists resisting Mu’awia but in this text he brings a
powerful tool which is a verse from Gracious Qur’an that indicates how Ali (PBUH)
prevents himself from many things , not because of their being prevented in Islam
but because of asceticism.He knows very well that life is going to be ended one day

, S0 he does not give it massive importance . Al-imam Al-Hassan’s (PBUH) aim from
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Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) resists Mu’awia in such strong words that show his
fate to people: < o= such a dangerous word that represents God’s anger to-
wards bad people including Mu’awia. Those who are cursed by God are away from
His Mercy and this is exactly what Al-imam Al-Hassan PBUH wants to refer to .

(ol p 5 U] STy a3 bl s b ey ot Y gl 2 B2l J pon, S

The word &legiin Arabic is the synonym of ¢lasl So, Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH)
resists Mu’awia by showing the moral corruption existed in his personality which is
greedy not only in Gilafa , but with simple things like food too .

St B e e by adl et o OF o 05 Ol LT ALT T apslan L sl )
oz 7 Ol DY g5 a0 cosd oLl Iy CULL s ee 0T Lgro s wodenai s p3LwY o olgs paie
Lol cm) e

Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) uses the word <¢lislin this text to rebuke Mu’awia
by showing him how far is he from God’s Mercy because of his bad deeds which
he inherited from Abu Sufyan (his father). Add to that , the words cosand cuasys
represent an example of Mu’awia badness even with this who trust him.
iy dey dildce 8 b ey el a4l g b0 055 02 Ul B ST U3 e il 050
ey dl 3ot e 5 slas w8yl 55 e WL Ul T o s Ny el T sl e aade
e e st 75 o o el DLl i I il 2 V5 oLl e Y e Jomb Sl 55 805 5

Coolo JL el dly el o

Lexical resistance is seen by utilizing the word <Jldto accuse Mu’awia of fight-
ing Al-imam Ali (Al-imam Al-Hassan’s father) .This word makes the resistance
more direct and powerful. Additionally, words like « HuS ¢ ¢lease ,olbsl ¢ 3l

¢lgogelare used to resist Mu’awia lexically by portraying his bad deeds with all
people even those who follow him .Moreover, for the sake of declaring the fate of
Mua’wia because of these bad deeds , Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) uses g _~sand
oyl el 4blsto tell Mu’awia and all the audience that God is watching Mu’awia
carefully , not only that but preparing him the worse fate which is definitely hell.
ii.Intertextual Resistance

Y 03 )1, b 5, S &gy il ety gy s Al st Sy Tt Ll daeN) 2 bl J oy S
lagle dl mtly (o o
Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) summons what is said by the Prophet Muhammad
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3.3 Data Analysis

3.3.1 .Resistance Types

i.Lexical Resistance
O_Q,‘&;H;ypujﬂﬁ_;wywwdpu,‘sﬁ_awu@jgmﬁyq»
4_3Tj‘@bj@ﬂwdaj\uj‘uslﬁwju)»j@@j“éiﬂj_.ﬂjal_;»w%;@wj@w

ooy lasN 5 O oLl L s il J sy deans G sl G351 L s 5m s LT es 3 il

In these lines , Al imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) resists Mu’awia by using the lexices
&which in fact has a powerful deep resistance meaning. It is not used to refer to
the actual shape of Mu’awia, yet it has another meaning in Arabic culture and Is-
lam. In Arab it has a negative meaning, this word refers to the evil and bad people.
Moreover, God says in Qur’an Surat Taha (102) 5, dse 5 (res 2ell s 5 “

The Day when the Trumpet Will be sounded: that Day, We shall gather the sin-
ful, Blear-eyed (with terror). (The Presidency of Islamic Researches ,n.d :904) )

So , in Islam it refers to the horrible state of bad people in afterlife because
of their bad deeds .By employing this word , Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) resists
Mu’awia by revealing his bad fate.
ﬁl‘_i.\é.x_vdsj\.uj‘L;&TWJUJ»;L@,;‘&;TJ;HJcmwijc_ﬂj»

(AN

Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) uses lexices like : lduw> 9 Llgdc 9 LgLJl s g ¢ Lixd ¢ L
to resist Mu’awia lexically. That is to say , each one of these words has a strong
reason behind Mu’awia’s curse to him , which is his eminent hating to A'al -Mu-
hammad (( s> Jland envy because he knows very well that they are on the right
way which he can not follow because of being used to do bad deeds which Islam
prevents.
&\@ut}_@,d}.ﬂ“&\@@y)wé;%d_@‘u,_.ﬂ,jmj.x_pz_iw,g_uﬁg_ﬁj ..... )

o gys

Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) directly uses the word gJ4<to classify Mu’awia not
only as an enemy of Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH), but also an enemy of dgw) g <l
“God and his prophet” too.
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3. Methodology
3.1 The Model

The Linguistic Resistance

Intertextual
Resistance

Sociolinguistics Pragmatics: Politeness

Strategies
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Norm of Positive Polit
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appropriateness [ ositive Politeness

[ Negative Politeness

interaction

-
Norm of turn taking ]
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Norm of identity [ On-record Politeness
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3.2 Data Collection

[ Off-record Politeness

TITT
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ii.Negative Politeness
Brown and Levinson(1987, p. 129 )present it as a way of demonstrating esti-

mation towards addressee and mitigating the threat by being indirect. This can be
done in a set of substrategies which are mentioned in Brown and Levinson (1987,
p.p 129-210)

1.Presenting the threat as a general rule

2.Employing questions

3.Employing nominalization

4.Being optimistic

5.Demonstrating pessimism

6.Trying as possible minimizing the conveyed imposition
7.Using impersonalization

8.Being indirect

9.Giving deference

iii.Off Record Politeness

It means being completely indirect for the sake of not being misunderstood by

the addressee or make him/her feel offended.Brown and Levinson (1987,p.211) .It

has a set of substrategies including:

Utilizing metaphor
Employing rhetorical question
Utilization of contradictions
Using understatement

Being ambiguous

Being ironic

Employing ellipsis

Giving hints

W oK N U kR WNE

Employing overstatement
iv. Bald on-record Politeness

This strategy is the contrary of the offer record strategy. That is to say, the speak-

er states the face threatening act directly without being implicated or mitigated as
in (turn off the TV). (Brown and Levinson, 1987, p. 94).
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ii.Identity Performance

Goffman (1956, p.59) points out that speaker’s language reveals who the speak-
eris. In other words, your language is enough to tell others who you are without
saying it literally. Even when using English language, when the speaker starts the
utterance with «Sie edldlihe /she gives an impression of being Muslim and has a
good religious habit.

2.3 Pragmatics : Politeness

Politeness is a complex system of being acquainted how to facilitate the threats
carried by speaker’s utterance. Brown and Levinson (1987, p. 61) state that this
can be done by using off record, positive politeness, on record and negative polite-
ness which are all going to be exposed briefly.

i.Positive Politeness

Simply it means giving attention to the addresses’ desires of being appreciated
and having shared identity with specific group. It has fifteen strategies stated by
Brown and Levinson (1987, pp. 101-129) including:

1.Asserting knowledge and interest of the addressee’s willing

2.Avoiding disagreement with the addressee.

3.Demonstrating optimism towards hearer

4.Exaggerating agreement or interest and sympathizing with hearer.

5.Including the addressee in the activity

6.Presenting the threat as a joke

7.Showing attention to the addresses’ desires and needs.

8.Giving justifications

9.Trying as possible to agree with the hearer

10.Employing in-group language

11.Presupposing or asserting the shared knowledge

12.Employing hints to the hearer

13.Using titles and nicknames or solidarity markers

14.Asserting or Assuming reciprocity

15.Making offers ,invitations and request
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es that carry the meaning of resistance (Fairclough ,1992, pp. 101-103). It can be
seen when Al-imam (PBUH) resists his enemies by recalling : Qur’anic verses and
Prophetic sayings to support his utterance and resisting Mu’awia and his allies.
iii. Grammatical Resistance
Rampton (1995, p. 87) states that abnormal grammatical structures are em-
ployed to convey the meaning of resistance .That is to say , non-standard style of
utterance is injected in the utterance as a form of resistance.
iv.Silence /Refusal
Scott (1990, p.142) exposes silence as a powerful resistance strategy in that
despite of being accused and cursed , the speaker does not respond .It leaves an
impact of stability and confidence in front of enemies.
v.Irony and Sarcasm

Billig (2001, p. 267 ) describes irony and sarcasm as an indirect way of not only

resisting others , but undermining them too. An instance is when Al-imam says to
Mu’awia &)1 Lin «ae it Lo Gl b ch‘_).oa.’ ) » he resists him in such a talent
way that reduces his state (VAA:Y -1\ Ll JI plin)

2.2 Sociolinguistic Relations

vi.Appropriateness Norm

Hymes (1972,p. 277) holds that people’s knowledge of what is said is not
enough, rather how, when and to whom say it. That is to say, there must be knowl-
edge when to use formal, informal or political language which is full of rhetoric
that can not be used in everyday context .An actual example is saying Juwd! d>low
in Shia tradition instead of saying his name , when they talk about their religious
reference.

i.Norms of Turn-Taking and Interaction

According to Schegloff (2006, p.1) , this norm refers to the knowledge of when
the interlocutor takes his/her turn of talking or leaving the space to the other side
to persist the utterance . In some cultures, interrupting the speaker is a sign of
power. However, in Arabic culture leaving other completing their utterance is a

sign of being respectful , trust of him/herself and power .
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Linguistically , resistance indicates the way in which language is considered a
tool of challenging and undermining specific social power. It reflects how mar-
ginalized people refrain their language to demonstrate their identity and rights
(Websource-1-) .

2.1.1 Resistance Strategies

To the best of researcher’s knowledge, there is no single linguist who set a full
complete model of resistance strategies . Different linguists tackle resistance sep-
aratly in their works including:

% Butler (1997) who tackles the lexical resistance

% Bamberg and Andrews (2004) who tackle the narrative resistance

# Fairclough (1992) who explains the intertextual resistance

# Rampton (1995) who identifies the grammatical or sometimes it is called stylis-
tic resistance

% Scott (1990) who sets silence as a powerful strategy

s Billig (2001) who sets irony/sarcasm as a strategy of resistance

Lexical Resistance

Lexical resistance refers to the utilization of specific powerful words to resist
others . That can be done by using new words or repurposing old ones ( Butler
,1997 , pp.47-50).

An example is when Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) uses the word &)} when he
says nd ik Lo @l b 43.!\).».1 «jto refer to Mua’wia which does not refer to his
external form but to his awful badness (VAA:Y -\ ladad JI plia)

i.Narrative Resistance

According to Bamberg and Andrews (2004, pp. 13—15) the speaker retells or
narrates specific historical events or social situations that convey the meaning of
challenge and resistance to the addressee. In this research, you as a reader is
going to see this type when Al-imam (PBUH) mentions battles like : Bader , Al-qa-
ndaqg and Al-Ghadeer incident and many other historical events to resist Mu’awia
by showing the difference between him and Mua’wia and their linage.

ii.Intertextual Resistance

By employing this strategy, the speaker uses specific texts , quotations and vers-
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Imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) in this debate. The most frequently used ones are: Turn tak-
ing and appropriateness socially and positive and negative politeness pragmatically.
1.4 The Procedures
The following procedures are followed:
1.Presenting a literature review about resistance and specific socio-pragmatic
theories.
2.Electing a determined extract between Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) , Mua’wia
and his infidel allies ; Amr lbn Uthman lbn Affan, Al-Walid lbn Ugbah , Al-Mughi-
rah Ibn Shu’bah , Utbah lbn Abi Sufyan, and Amr Ibn Al-A’as . Because the debate
is too long (about ten pages) , the researcher chooses only Al-imam’s response to
Mu’awia as the sample of the study.
3.Analyze the elected data qualitatively basing on a developed model and quan-
tativly by making simplified statistical analysis with percentages and frequencies.
1.5 The Model

Basically, the model of the study endeavors determining what socio-pragmatic

strategies utilized when expressing resistance by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH).

To the best of the researcher’s knowledge, there is no linguist sets a full model
of resistance strategies .Hence, the researcher develops a model from different lin-
guists who talk separately about resistance strategies like: Scott (1990), Fairclough
(1992), Rampton (1995), Butler (1997),Billig (2001) , and Bamberg and Andrews
(2004) . The researcher takes Bulter’s (1997) model of resistance and works on de-
veloping it because it aligns the field of the study “socio-pragmatics” since Butler
focuses on the power of lexices in delivering resistance in social contexts.

Social relations by like appropriateness of Goffman (1956) , turn taking of
Schegloff (2006) and identity performance of Hymes (1972) are studied in this
data .Besides , politeness strategies of Brown and Levinson (1987) are used to
identity resistance strategies in Al -imam Al Hassan(PBUH) debate.

2.Literature Review

2.1 Resistance
Jaworski and Coupland (1999, p.9) , define resistance as a linguistic device that is

employed to push back or challenge power, authority, people and their ideologies .
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1.Introduction

During religious history of Islam, religious discourses , sayings and debates of
prominent personalities like Ahl Al-bayt (PBUT) are worthy to be immortalized as
guidance for people along various generations. One of those prominent person-
alities is Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH) who represents a symbol of courage without
losing peace, victory without war and kindness without being humiliated .So, his
sermons and debates deserve highly to be studied and analyized.

Hence, the present paper is devoted to exposeing how skillful Al-imam Al-Has-
san (PBUH) is when resisting his enemies with high maintenance of his social and
religious principals.

1.1 The Problem

This paper is centered around the following questions:

1.How does Al-imam Hassan (PBUH) resist Mu’awia’s injustice and correpution ?

2.Which strategies of resistance are utilized mostly by Al-Hassan (PBUH)?
3.What socio-pragmatic strategies are employed by Al-Hassan (PBUH) to express

resistance and which are used most frequently?

1.2 The Aims

This paper aims at:

1.Demonstrating the used strategies to resist Mua’wia by Al-imam Al-Hassan
(PBUH) in this debate.

2.ldentifying the most frequently employed resistance strategies by Al-Hassan
(PBUH) in the selected debate.

3.Investigating the socio-pragmatic strategies used by Al-imam Al-Hassan (PBUH)

in this debate and specifying the most frequently utilized ones.

1.3 The Hypotheses

It is hypothesized that:

1.Al-imam (PBUH) resists Mu’awia’s injustice and corruption by employing six
resist strategies which are : lexical , intertextual , narrative , grammatical, irony and
sarcasm, and silence.

2.Grammatical and lexical resistance are employed most frequently.

3.Social norms and politeness are the socio-pragmatic employed strategies by Al-

A
&

// k\
Proceedings of the twelfth Annual International Scientific Conference....... S e



%Qg@’fr Asst.Lect.Saja Sattar Ali Hamza
S W| u‘-”‘l""z{"‘"“'

2 el oLVl G 5,12 5, bl (8 Lalaedd L5 Uil SAL 65, 1 ods J 5L
o (6 3 e e Lyl 0555 Sl 5 Ly slas s

Lol VI S1e Yl ol () el p g gil 55 o sl a5 0 o Ll
el o 8, B e Wit s U1 st Ll Cidalid] el
o 2 A ple¥ls, Lo pa a5 ) Calatil) sl 5 Lslas s X2 k]
-

o b sUial) sl il o i By 2 ol LY OF ]yl el
Ui g Y1 o i) Sl Vs iy ol Sl V) S5 3, BLL
To slie e Cilalidl ol sl 5 Aol Y1 O e U Bilal pLe¥ ol s Lo 3 5dle

el VI Ol e Y e sl (i 5lee = R el e LS Bl 1 il | S
kel

>

..
s
128 2026 AD - 1448 AH




Resistance in a Selected Debate by Al-imam Al Hassan (PBUH) : A Socio-

PragmaticPerseptive 6,

-~3Abstractiss-—-

This paper is a socio-pragmatic analysis of resistance in a selected debate be-
tween Al-imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) and Muawiyah and his allies. It consists of two
parts: theoretical and practical.

Theoretically, a brief literature review of resistance is presented, with an exami-
nation of social norms and politeness strategies. Practically, the researcher chooses
an extract from the debate between Al-imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) and Muawiyah
and his allies. The analysed extract is only Al-imam Al-Hassan’s (P.B.U.H.) response
to Muawiyah.

It is concluded that six resistance strategies are employed by Al-imam Al-Has-
san (P.B.U.H.) in this debate, with grammatical and intertextual strategies being
the most frequently used. Moreover, Al-imam pays attention to social norms and

politeness strategies when resisting his enemies.

Key words: Al-Imam Al-Hassan’s (P.B.U.H.) debate with Muawiyah, Resistance,

Social norms, Politeness.
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they were produced. Attention should also be paid to the influence of fabricated
narrations in forming an inaccurate picture of the personality of al-Hassan, and
work to correct this picture by returning to the original sources and objective anal-
ysis. Ultimately, this study contributes to a growing body of scholarship that seeks
to move “beyond surrender,” toward a re-evaluation of early Islamic leadership
through critical, ethically attuned, and textually faithful readings. It highlights how
fair Orientalists have played a role in rehabilitating the historical image of Imam
al-Hassan by emphasizing his commitment to communal stability, prophetic ethics,
and long-term vision.

Orientalists, such as Madelung, and Bogina, have approached al-Hassan’s treaty
with admiration, emphasizing his moral rationality and strategic patience in the
face of a polarized and violent political context. These assessments contrast starkly
with earlier depictions of indecision and weakness, and instead align with Shi’i the-
ological interpretations that see the treaty as a divinely guided act of preservation.
By analyzing key historical sources and the interpretive methods used by these
scholars, the paper demonstrates how Imam al-Hassan’s treaty was a calculated,
principled response to internal discord within the early Muslim community. Rather
than being driven by political ambition or fear, the Imam’s decision is reassessed as
an act of moral and strategic foresight aimed at preserving the unity of the nation
and preventing bloodshed.
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the temporary reunification of the Islamic nation after a period of division and
conflict. However, it may also be viewed as a paradoxical or ironic designation.
Although outward unity was achieved, the aftermath of the reconciliation marked
a turning point in Islamic political history, ushering in a period of dynastic rule that
diverged from the foundational principles of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUUH).
The caliphate, once a moral and consultative institution, was transformed into an
inherited monarchy, passed from one autocrat to another. This shift had devastat-
ing consequences for the Muslim world, leading to widespread injustice, political
repression, and civil strife. Bogina indicates that Muawiyah took full control of the
realm and imposed his authority over the remaining members of the shira and
the Muslim community, including both the Ansar and the Muhajirin, during the
year they called “the year of unity.” It was, in fact, not a year of unity, rather, it
was a year of division, coercion, tyranny, and domination. It was the year in which
the Imamate was transformed into a Persian-style monarchy, and the caliphate re-
duced to a Caesarean throne (Al-Hassani 2013, 121). This critical perspective sheds
light on the tragic irony of the so-called “The Year of Unity.” Though it offered tem-
porary peace, it marked the institutionalization of autocracy and the erosion of the
moral authority that once defined Islamic leadership.

The study finds that particular narratives related to the negotiation articulate
the conditions and motivations for peace in a positively framed way, illuminating
how Imam al-Hassan deliberately prioritized unity over conflict in a rational and
ethical manner. Such studies point toward a reevaluation of Imam al-Hassan’s ac-
tions, not as political capitulation , but as an intentional and ethically grounded
effort to preserve the cohesion of the nascent Muslim community. They showcase
that when orientalist and historical inquiries are approached with methodological
rigor and intellectual honesty, the Ahl al-Bayt regain their complex and benevolent
agency in early Islamic history.

Conclusion:

Orientalist studies about al-Hassan bin Ali (PBUH) show a diversity of opinions,
ranging from distortion to glorification. It is important to treat these writings with

academic criticism, taking into account the historical and cultural contexts in which
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to the preservation of the Islamic nation. For her, Imam al-Hassan acted in accord-
ance with a higher ethical imperative, recognizing that the long-term survival of
the Islamic message required the avoidance of internal conflict and bloodshed. His
treaty, therefore, was not merely a political concession, but an expression of prin-
cipled leadership, one that prioritized the welfare of the Muslim community over
personal or factional gain. She argues that the Imam’s abdication of the caliphate
represents a strategic and ethical choice, upholding Muslim unity, and preventing
further civil strife. According to Bogina, Imam al-Hassan’s appeal to rational gov-
ernance reflected his alignment with prophetic guidance, in contrast to factional-
ism and bloodshed. She recognized that Imam al-Hassan approached the political
crisis of his time with a realistic understanding of the circumstances surrounding
the civil war, far from personal grievances, sectarian animosity, or political ambi-
tion(Al-Hassani 2013, 121).

In choosing unity over continued bloodshed, the Imam acted in accordance

with prophetic wisdom, thus embodying the Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad

(PBUH): “This son of mine is a master. Through him, God will bring reconciliation
between two great factions of the believers.”Bogina writes:

After the assassination of Ali, his followers pledged allegiance to his son al-Has-
san, who assumed the caliphate for a period of six months. However, Muawiyah re-
fused to acknowledge his authority, and the threat of war between them loomed.
Al-Hassan, however, considered the matter deeply and assessed the conditions
wisely. He despised sedition and cherished harmony among Muslims. Thus, he
determined that the greater good of the Muslim community required him to relin-
quish the caliphate to Muawiyah under mutually acceptable terms. In this manner,
the prophetic saying concerning al-Hassan was fulfilled.

In her analysis of what is assumed to be the “Year of Unity, Bogina interprets
this period as paradoxical, a time of enforced conformity under Muawiyah'’s
emerging autocracy. She views the term as historically ironic: while outward sta-
bility was achieved, the political structure veered toward heredity and centraliza-
tion, undermining the consultative ethos (shira) that had characterized the early

caliphate. The adoption of this term by later historians was intended to highlight
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balanced, source-critical approaches that give weight to Shi’i perspectives. He
emphasized the richness and diversity of early Islamic thought, helping to correct
previous distortions. Such a growing body of scholarship, particularly from modern
researchers, reveals a shift toward more balanced and nuanced understandings of
their historical roles(Madelung 1979).

One of the most prominent Orientalists to offer a fair and balanced appraisal
of Imam al-Hassan’s political strategy was Bogina Gzana Styczhevsk. Bogina is a
Polish orientalist who traveled to Egypt after completing her postgraduate studies
at the Faculty of Law and the Institute of Oriental Languages. Bogina delved into
the study of the Arabic language and learned about Islamic history. She taught at
Al-Azhar University in 1961 AD after the Ministry of Education offered her to teach
there, where she was the first girl to enter it, and after that she opened the field

to females. Utilizing a comparative-historical method, Bogina draws on both Sunni

and Shi‘i primary sources, ensuring a balanced perspective. Her approach mirrors
best practices in contemporary orientalism, eschewing preconceived ideological
judgments and prioritizing objective criticism. Bogina’s work represents a rare but ?
significant effort within Orientalism to reconsider the moral and political dimen-
sions of the Prophet’s family. By framing Imam al-Hassan’s treaty within strategic
ethics, she opens new avenues for understanding the interplay between theology,
governance, and communal integrity in early Islamic history (Al-Hassani2013, 121).

Bogina has contributed meaningfully to Islamic political thought through her
studies of early Islamic governance. Educated at Al-Azhar and grounded in both
Islamic and Western methodologies, Bogina argues that Imam al-Hassan’s peace
was a manifestation of ethical and rational leadership. She asserts that his decision
was based on a comprehensive understanding of the political and social context,
prioritizing the unity and well-being of the Muslim community over personal or
factional gain. Her analysis aligns closely with Islamic traditions that describe al-
Hassan as a “reconciler” of two major Muslim factions, in fulfillment of the Prophet
Muhammad’s prophecy (Al- Hassani 2013, 120).

According to Bogina, Imam al-Hassan did not act under emotional pressure or

personal grievance; rather, his decisions were driven from a profound commitment
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Wilferd Ferdinand Madelung (1930 - 2023) is a German author and scholar of
Islamic history widely recognised for his contributions to the field of Islamic studies.
He held the distinguished position of Laudian Professor of Arabic at the University
of Oxford. His studies, based on a vast array of primary sources, have enriched the
discipline’s understanding of almost every major Muslim movement and community.
His work is widely regarded for its rigorous use of primary sources and fairness toward
Ahl al-Bayt perspectives. His The Succession to Muhammad (1997) was celebrated as
alandmark in the equitable depiction of Shi’i’ views on the Islamic succession process
following the death of Muhammad. Departing from earlier Orientalist skepticism, he
took early Islamic traditions seriously, and consistently sought a balanced historical
portrayal (Tehran Times). He emphasizes al-Hassan’s moral agency, viewing the treaty
as a principled response to military and social realities. He rejects claims that the

Imam surrendered out of fear, stressing instead his intent to protect Muslim lives.

Madelung, added that al-Hassan made no financial stipulations in his peace proposal
and Mu’awiya consequently made no payments to him, on the contrary to the
“Umayyad propaganda” (Madelung 1997, 322-3).

In examining the treaty, Madelung presents Imam al-Hassan’s decision as a

strategic and deeply principled one. He highlights that al-Hassan demanded strict
adherence to Qur’an, Sunnah, the rule of the early caliphs, a future consultative
succession (shdra), amnesty for his followers, and notably, made no financial
demands. Far from cowardice, al-Hassan’s abdication is portrayed as an act of
moral responsibility aimed at preventing civil war and preserving Muslim’s unity.
Madelung notes how Muawiyah reneged on the treaty, ignoring clauses on
succession and persecuting al-Hassan’s supporters, thus transforming the caliphate
into dynastic rule. Madelung reoriented the narrative surrounding Imam al-Hasan’s
treaty by revealing it as a reasoned and ethically motivated act, rather than an
unjustified retreat. Through meticulous analysis of early texts and a willingness to
embrace Shi’i traditions, he provided a vital corrective to prior prejudiced readings
of al-Hassan’s role in Islamic history. Madelung critiques Mu‘awiyah’s subsequent
violations of the treaty and underscores al-Hassan’s moral leadership, contrasting

it with the emerging dynastic model of Umayyad rule. Madelung has adopted more
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understanding of the treaty of al-Hassan bin Ali, and viewing it as a sign of political
failure. Furthermore, the majority of these scholars approached the outward or
superficial motivations of the treaty without seriously examining its deeper ethical
and political dimensions(Al-Hassani 2013, 93-94). This is not surprising, since they
had previously portrayed the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in similarly hostile and
disrespectful terms (Kawfman 2012, 108).

Such hostility reflects the broader agenda of critiquing and undermining the
entire Muhammadan message. For example, Dr.Philip Hitti, and Henry Lammens
mentioned that Al-Hassan was inclined to luxury and extravagance, and was not
a man of position, so he withdrew from the caliphate, contenting himself with
an annual gift from Muawiyah (see Hitti 1974). Yet, a group of Orientalists have
begun to challenge these earlier narratives, and the inaccuracies in the accounts

of their peers, adopting a more balanced approach. Their studies reflect a greater

awareness of historical complexity and a commitment to impartiality. Besides,
they employed rigorous scholarly methodology and demonstrated a commitment
to historical accuracy. These scholars stand out for their integrity and academic ?
discipline (Al-hassani 2013, 120).

Besides, the peace treaty between Imam al-Hassan bin Ali (PBUH) and Muawiyah
bin Abi Sufyan in 41(AH) has been a subject of scholarly attention across Islamic
and Western academic traditions. While many early Orientalist studies portrayed
the treaty as a political capitulation or a symbol of weakness, more recent and
fair-minded Western scholars have adopted a nuanced approach, recognizing
Imam al-Hassan’s treaty as a calculated and morally grounded decision intended
to preserve the Islamic nation. This paper explores the evolving perspective of
Western historians on this pivotal achievement in Islamic history, focusing on
two representative scholars: Wilferd Madelung and Bogina Gzana Styczhevsk.
They contextualized readings that highlight Imam al-Hassan’s moral and political
rationality, presenting the treaty as a strategic step to prevent greater calamity.
These perspectives align with unbiased historiography in recognizing al-Hassan’s

farsighted leadership.
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of the historians and narrators of Hadith have not tried to eliminate these obvious
lies and continue to proliferate them, confuse the nation and misguide them
to their own impairment. This is one of the main reasons that Orientalists have
developed falsified views about Al-Hassan (PBUH) depending on accusations and
defamations as a kind of Cold War to distort the reality of the Prophet’s Household,
the Imams of humanity.

2.Al-Hassan’s Peace Treaty in Western Historical Discourse:

Following the assassination of his father, Ali bin Abi Talib (PBUH), Imam al-Has-
san was proclaimed caliph by the people of Kufa. However, the political situation
was unstable and marked by fatigue from prolonged civil strife. Muawiyah, the
governor of Syria and political rival of Imam Ali, refused to recognize al-Hassan’s
authority. Facing internal dissent and lacking sufficient military support, Imam

al-Hassan chose to reconcile to prevent further bloodshed, what transform the

reconciliation into a peace treaty. The treaty, which transferred political authority

to Muawiyah under strict conditions, was seen by many contemporary historians

as controversial. Most Orientalist studies that addressed the peace treaty were
characterized by bias stemming from fundamentally flawed premises. These prej-
udiced assessments were, in some cases, rooted in the ideological or theological
backgrounds of the orientalists themselves, or related to internal Islamic narra-
tives(Al-Hassani 2013, 93).

Some transmitters of Hadith engaged in intentional distortion and defamation
of prophetic and sacred figures, among them the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), by
attributing statements and actions that clearly violate even the most basic mor-
al principles. Their motivations were often political, seeking to ingratiate them-
selves with those in power. If such narrators dared to fabricate against the Prophet
himself, it is unsurprising that they also attributed falsehoods and slanders to his
grandson, Imam al-Hassan (PBUH), driven by deep-seated hatred and animosity.
Among the prominent methodological flaws in these studies is the narrow, one-di-
mensional perspective adopted by most of the hostile Orientalists. This one-sided
approach inevitably produced distortions and confusion in their reconstructions

of historical events, and prevented them from arriving at a nuanced or accurate
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1.Introduction

Orientalism has long shaped global perceptions of Islam and Islamic history. It
has played a vital role in the life of the Islamic nation over centuries. Numerous
oriental studied distorted representations of Islamic history, theology, or culture
in the works of some early Orientalist scholars, influenced by their cultural and
political backgrounds, particularly those whose researches were influenced by co-
lonial, religious, or political agendas rather than by objective academic rigor. As
Edward Said argued that Orientalism often stemmed from imperialist motives and
presented Islam as fundamentally “other” ( quoted in Dubois 2005, 113). However,
within this broad field, a subset of Orientalists has demonstrated a more objective
engagement, particularly when examining the Prophet’s lineage (Ahl al-Bayt), and
key political events in early Islamic history.

Orientalist engagement with the Prophet’s Household has historically been

limited and often biased, reflecting a broader tendency among some Western
scholars to minimize or misrepresent the theological and moral stature of these
figures (Muri 2013). From the 18th to the early 20th centuries, many Orientalists ?
moved toward Islamic texts with preconceived notions of cultural superiority,
often neglecting native bases or interpreting them through a Eurocentric lens
(Benlahcene 2021). Al-Hassan bin Ali has received varied treatment in Orientalist
discourse. Early Orientalists William Muir (1819-1905) and Leone Caetani (1869-
1935) tended to view al-Hassan’s political withdrawal as weakness or failure,
reflecting broader Orientalist tendencies to prioritize conflict, and power dynamics
over pragmatic peace-building (Shahid1983, 453). Concerning William Muir,
Edward Said states: “Although Muir’s oriental studies are still considered reliable
monuments of scholarship, his work was characterized by an impressive antipathy
to the Orient, Islam and the Arabs, and his attitude towards his subject matter was
fairly put by him when he said that ‘the sword of Muhammad, and the Kor’an, are
the most stubborn enemies of Civilisation, Liberty, and the Truth, which the world
has yet known’” (Said 2006, 151). Such readings often failed to grasp the profound
ethical and theological motivations behind Imam al-Hassan’s actions, reducing his

choice to tactical resignation rather than principled leadership. Surprisingly, some
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Islamic history has long celebrated the legacy of al-Hassan bin Ali (P.B.U.H.), the
elder grandson of the Prophet Muhammad and the second Imam, whose profound
influence on Islam is undeniable. However, the writings of Orientalists denote a crit-
ical perspective on certain strands of Western scholarship that, historically, have
misrepresented or distorted Islamic history and the legacy of central figures, such
as the family of the Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.). Ideological predispositions, in-
cluding Christian apologetics, colonial interests, and sectarian biases, often shaped
these misrepresentations. Recognising and correcting these distortions is essential
not only for academic integrity but also for fostering genuine intercultural under-
standing and historical justice, which is the aim of this study. It seeks to draw on
the historical legacy and the perceptions of orientalists, particularly regarding a

pivotal and often controversial chapter of al-Hassan’s (P.B.U.H.) life, his peace trea-

ty with the tyrant of his age, Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan.

The study examines the perspectives of fair-minded Orientalists on al-Hassan’s ?
(P.B.U.H.) peace treaty with Muawiyah, challenging traditional depictions of the
treaty as an act of weakness or political surrender. It focuses on two representa-
tive figures from Western scholarship who have adopted nuanced and historically
grounded approaches that place al-Hassan’s (P.B.U.H.) decision within its complex
socio-political and moral context. The reassessment of Imam al-Hassan’s (P.B.U.H.)
peace treaty in Western historical discourse reflects a broader shift in Orientalist
scholarship from reductionism to contextual and ethical analysis. Scholars like Wil-
ferd Madelung and Bogina Gzana Styczhevsk represent a more balanced academ-
ic approach that acknowledges the strategic, moral, and prophetic dimensions of
al-Hassan’s (P.B.U.H.) leadership. Their contributions enrich early Islamic political
history and correct longstanding misconceptions rooted in earlier Western narra-
tives. Al-Hassan’s peace treaty affirms his role as a visionary leader who prioritised
peace, justice, and the integrity of the Muslim community above all else.

Keywords: Al-Hassan bin Ali (P.B.U.T.), Bogina, Madelung, Orientalism, peace treaty.
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In conclusion, Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) was the embodiment of good manners
and noble morals. Despite his family’s connection to the Prophet through his
grandfather, he had never shown any symptoms of arrogance, superiority, or
negligent behavior. The way to genuine honor is to be a good person and obey
Allah, as he regards everyone fairly. By eating the simple meal that the poor
men had made and sharing what was left with others less fortunate, Imam Al-
Hasan (a.s.) demonstrated that he was a humble person. He let the boys finish
their simple meal, then he helped them out a lot and gave them compliments.
The Imam (a.s.) reflects on noble morality through his reaction to his servant’s
misbehaving. Instead of punishing his servant for breaking the ewe’s leg to hurt
the Imam (a.s.), he chose to give him a prize instead. He managed to get in touch
with an unknown individual despite his business. A rude Syrian man insulted
him, but he reacted with compassion and a willingness to help. For sure Imam
Al-Hasan (a.s.) deeds make it quite apparent that choosing kindness is the brav-
est thing humans can do. One way to demonstrate appreciation for other people
is to provide them a hand instead than judging them. Ultimately, Imam Al-Hasan
(a.s.) showed humanity how to improve things by doing what was right with his
life. More specifically, he talks on how little acts of morality and kindness may

change people’s views and unite them.
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grant your need. If you are homeless, we will lodge you.”*® Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)
kept being kind to the Syrian man so that he would get rid of all evil and hatred
in him. So, What was the Syrian man’s reaction to Imam’s words? The abusive
Syrian man was so shocked by the imam’s actions that he couldn’t argue with
what he said. He felt confused and bad about himself. He told the Imam that he
had thought of a way to say sorry and make up for his mistake. The man also told
the Imam (a.s.): “Allah knows where He places His message!”*®

The above incident indicates how strong it is to react to hate and abuse with
love and compassion. The Imam (a.s.) didn’t fight back, scream, or try to get
back at the Syrian man when he yelled abuses and hit him. He didn’t say an-
ything and waited, exhibiting incredible self-control and inner power. His pa-
tience wasn’t weakness; it was a strong decision to keep the rage from becom-

ing worse. Imam Hasan (a.s.) didn’t scold or judge Syrian man. Instead, he gave

the man everything he needed, like money, advice, a place to stay, food, or an-

ything else. The Imam (a.s) proved that real power is in breaking the cycle of

hate with unexpected kindness by treating his adversary with real compassion ?
and kindness. He spoke on the man’s possible needs, not the bad things he did.

In this way, the Imam (a.s.) was an example of good manners and a model of
noble humanity. He didn’t get angry, and the things he hated didn’t affect him.
He placed the words of Allah, the Exalted, in front of his eyes: “And not alike are
the good and the evil. Repel (evil) with what is best, then lo! he between whom
and you was enmity would be as if he were a warm friend.”?°

He was kind to everyone who was cruel to him or wanted to hurt him. He
was patient with them and forgave them, so much so that even his worst oppo-
nents praised his kindness and good character. At that point, the Imam became
one with the Most High Comrade (Allah). Moreover, Imam Al-Hasan was a lot
like grandfather, the Prophet, and his Father, Imam Ali (a.s.), in that he was very
kind, polite, and forgiving of anyone who hurt him. Many instances from history
show that he had noble moral attributes. He was one of the best moralists and
helped to create ethics and good manners in the Arab and Muslim countries. #

5. Conclusion
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was the Prophet’s (PBUH) grandson, he did what the visitor wanted. He knew
that the visitor had a right to his attention because he had just arrived; thus,
he had to go only if the guest agreed. Imam Hasan put the unexpected guest’s
arrival and need for a welcome ahead of his plans, even though he was ready
to go (for his own reasons or responsibilities). Imam Hasan (a.s.) didn’t only talk
about excellent manners; he showed them wonderfully on this occasion. The
impoverished man then discusses how to adhere to Islamic beliefs by respect-
ing the rights of others, which fosters love, friendship, and strong relationships.
He is a perfect example of how to hold on to these organised social benefits.
The impoverished man calls him “O son of Allah’s Apostle!” with reverence,
which shows how powerful Imam Al-Hasan’s genealogy is. Imam Al-Hasan’s
actions, on the other hand, mean that he is not at all arrogant. He welcomed
a poor man and asked for his permission. His principles were more important
than his social status. Being stopped just as you’re about to go might make you
angry or rush. Imam Hasan showed incredible patience and grace by turning
the interruption into a chance to be courteous and respectful. This short meet-
ing really shows Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)’s key values: deep compassion, regard for
everyone’s dignity, outstanding humility, unselfish politeness, and a beautiful
example of the Islamic social values that create strong, loving societies. When
he asked to go, it wasn’t simply being courteous; it was a deep lesson in recog-
nising and respecting other people’s rights.

4.5 Imam Al-Hasan(a.s.)and the Abusive Syrian Person

The fifth story is about an abusive Syrian person and Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.).
Among those who harboured animosity and malice towards Ahl Al-Bayt, there
was a Syrian man. The man repeatedly assaulted the Imam (a.s.) as he passed
by. The Imam maintained his silence and did not refute the man’s statements.
After the man had completed his abusive behaviour, the Imam walked up to
him and spoke to him with gentle words. The Imam beamed at him and said: “O
Sheikh, I think you are a stranger? If you ask us (for money), we will give you. If
you ask us for guidance, we will guide you. If you ask us to maintain you, we will

maintain you. If you are hungry, we will give you food. If you are in need, we will
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purpose. Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) shows us how important it is to be kind to others
by giving setting his servant free and freedom instead of punishing him. This
makes the world a more peaceful and understanding place. This tale teaches us
to be patient when we have problems and to choose love over revenge, which
will eventually lead us to be better people.

4.4 Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)’s Compassion Towards Others

The Islamic teachings underscore the significance of approaching others with
kindness, hospitality, and courtesy. The fourth story shows how Imam Al-Hasan
(a.s.) always showed caring to others, especially those in need, even while he
was leaving. This is an example of the essential virtues of love, friendship, and
respect for others. He (a.s.) tells his adherents to practice those basic manners
because they know that doing so builds strong communal ties, encourages col-

laboration, and helps people get along with each other. The story is narrated as

follows:

Once, he was sitting in some place. While he was going to leave, a poor man
came. He welcomed the poor man and treated him with kindness. He said to ?
him: -You came when | was ready to leave. Do you permit me to go? -Yes, O son
of Allah’s Apostle! Most surely respecting the rights of the one who sits with you
is among the social good manners which bring about love and friendship, find
cooperation and strong relationships among people. For this reason Islam has
ordered and urged Muslims to cling to them.’

According to the above story, Imam Hasan (a.s.)showed great love and re-
spect when he cordially welcomed a destitute man who came just as he was
about to depart. He was kind and polite to the man, even though he had other
intentions. He showed great regard for the visitor’s presence and rights when
he respectfully requested the poor man for permission to go. This modest deed
showed Islamic ideals of putting others first, respecting everyone’s dignity no
matter what their standing, and developing strong, loving connections through
excellent manners. It made him a genuine example of moral behaviour.

Asking for permission to leave is the most polite thing to do. It indicates that
he understood that the visitor might prefer to stay with him. Even though he
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ent situations during his life time. Readers might think of how he handled others
who mistreated or those who did wrong against him. Also how he exhibited
certain behaviours towards his servants. How did he take care of them and their
needs? To make clear such points, readers could get back to trusty historians
and accounts to reflect on Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)’s noble morals and manners.
Several historical accounts stated that Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) was very kind and
passionate with his servants. During his life time he endeavoured to make them
happy by freeing them and giving them numerous gifts and countless amounts
of money. For instance, Al-Khawarizmi mentioned that “Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)
overlooked those who mistreated him and he kindly treated them. He had a
ewe. One day he came to know that the ewe’s leg was broken. He (a.s.) asked
his servant:-Who has done that? -I. -Why have you done that? -To grieve you!

The Imam (a.s.) smiled and said to him: “I will delight you!” He set him free and

gave him many gifts.”*®

The above story indicates how the Imam (a.s.) reacted when he found out

that his ewe’s leg was broken. He questioned his servant what had occurred
when he found out about the injury. The servant stated he had done it to hurt
Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) and make him depressed. The Imam grinned and stated
that he would make him (his servant) happy by letting him go and giving him a
lot of presents instead of anger or punishment. This tale offers us crucial lessons
about being compassionate and forgiving. It also makes people think about why
Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) chose to forgive and reward his servant instead of punish-
ing him, which shows how important it is to be compassionate and understand-
ing. In the end, the story teaches us important lessons about patience, mercy,
and the importance of being kind to others, even when things are challenging.

So, the moral lesson of the above story stresses the need of being kind, patient
and compassionate. This moral lesson stresses the need of being kind, forgiving,
patient, and compassionate. Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) shows how being sympathetic
and generous in response to wrongdoing or injury may turn bad circumstances
into chances for healing and respect. His deeds show us that genuine nobility

and moral strength come from forgiving others, even when they wound us on
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This displays humility and rejecting arrogance. This shows a basic moral prin-
ciple, that is being humble is what makes someone really noble. He showed
that honoring human dignity includes not feeling superior to others and treating
them as equals, no matter what their situation is, by joining them, eating their
plain meal, and then providing them clothing.

4.2 Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)and the Youngsters

The second story shows how kind and honourable Imam al-Hasan was in his
time, which is why he is so respected in Islamic history. It also reveals how hum-
ble, compassionate, and caring he is for others, particularly the poor and needy.
While three youngsters were eating a simple dinner, Imam Al-Hasan walked by
and was asked to join them. Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.), after revealing his tenderness
and response, said: “They have the favour, for they had nothing other than that

which they give to me as food; while we find what we give to them.”*> So, he

didn’t turn down their offer; instead, he gratefully accepted it and went above
and above by inviting them to his house and giving them money. His statements
show that he really understands how important it is to give and receive. He ?
stresses humility and understands that sharing and caring make everyone better
off. This tale is a great illustration of moral character, kindness, and how impor-
tant it is to be kind to others every day. Also, this story tells Muslims that the
value of generosity (Sadagah) is not based on how much they donate but on the
sacrifice and purpose behind it. Giving when you don’t have much shows a deep
trust and confidence in Allah (Tawakkul).

The above story reflects on a deep moral lesson on the value of humility and
the need to recognise, honour, and return kindness, particularly from those who
give when they need it. It teaches Muslims that the value of an act is not in
how big it is but in how honest and selfless it is. It also reminds them that those
with more should respond to others’ goodness with more kindness. This narra-
tive perfectly captures the prophetic heritage of kindness and creating a loving,
helpful community.

4.3 Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) and His Servant

There are several ways that Imam Al-Hasan Al-Mujtaba (a.s.) dealt with differ-
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4.1 Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) and the Poor Men

The first story is about Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)and some impoverished men, who
picked up some bits of bread from the pavement, placed them on the ground,
and started to devour them. Meanwhile, as Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)walked by, the
impoverished men asked him to come over and join them. In response, he said,
“Most surely Allah does not love the arrogant!”!? After he finished eating, he
invited them. Then he entertained his guests and provided them with clothes.

Imam Al-Hasan’s story shows how deep moral values are based on love, com-
passion, and humility. His attitude towards the impoverished people shows that
he is humble and respects human dignity, demonstrating his dislike for arro-
gance. He displays empathy and support for those in need by accepting their of-
fer and eating with them. His gesture of welcoming them back and giving them

clothing further shows how kind and caring he is for their well-being. Imam

Al-Hasan’s deeds show how important it is to be humble, compassionate, and

charitable in our moral behaviour. He stresses that genuine nobility comes from

helping others with modesty and tenderness.

The moral lesson of the above story for all humanity lies in Imam Al-Hasan’s
quick answer to the men’s request which shows how important it is to be hum-
ble. He was the grandson of the Prophet (PBUH) and had a high social and re-
ligious rank, yet he completely rejected any feeling of superiority that would
have stopped him from welcoming an invitation from the destitute or eating
basic food he found on the street. This means that wealth, ancestry, or prestige
do not make someone really noble. What makes someone truly noble is their
character and their humility before Allah. Being arrogant is a big sin that keeps
you away from Allah’s favour. Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) gave them gifts and showed
them compassion. Being humble is a sign that your soul is flawless, elevated,
and noble. It has been said according to tradition: “Most surely humbleness
adds to the servant (nothing) except highness; therefore, behave humbly, may
Allah have mercy on you!”*

The tale indicates that Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) is a very renowned person, who

immediately agreed to eat crumbs of bread with poor persons on the street.
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All of the above perspectives combine to provide a thorough comprehension
of Imam Hasan’s remarkable morals and traits. Additionally, they emphasize the
importance of Imam Hasan’s eloquence, affirming that his skill in communication
was a distinguishing characteristic of his esteemed ancestry. The portrayal of Imam
Al-Hasan Al-Mujtaba (a.s) not only confirms his place within the revered lineage
of the Prophet, but also exemplifies the virtues of sagacity, genuineness, and the
quest for harmony in the pursuit of fairness and veracity. This investigation fosters
a more profound admiration for the intricate roles fulfilled by historical people in
influencing ethical and moral government.

4.Noble Morals of Imam Al-Hasan Al-Mujtaba (a.s.)

As far as Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)’s noble morals and manners, this study explores a

number of historical accounts and stories which reflect on the Imam’s noble traits.

Jabir has said: “I have heard al-Hasan (a.s.) saying: “Noble moral traits are ten. They

are the truthfulness of a tongue, the truthfulness of courage, giving to the beggar,

good manners, the reward for a favour, retaining kinship, protecting the neighbor, re-

garding the right of a friend, entertaining a guest, and the head of them is modesty.”* ?

In the same vein, a man came to Imam Al-Hasan and asked him: “O son of
Allah’s Apostle (S) who is the best of people? -He who takes people as partners in
his livelihood. -Who is the wickedest of people? -He who takes none as partner
in his livelihood.”*?

According to what Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) said there are ten important virtues
that make up good character: honesty in speech and deed, generosity toward the
poor, politeness, reciprocity of kindness, fidelity to family and friends, respect for
one’s neighbors’ rights, friendships, hospitality, and, above all, modesty. Addition-
ally, he claimed that the best kind of person is one who, seeing other people as
equals in blessings, shares their wealth and means of subsistence with others. The
worst kind of person, however, is the one who hoards everything for himself and
won’t share. Thus, Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) took these strong moral traits from his
great-grandfather and from his father Imam Ali (a.s.). There are many times in
history when he showed that he was a moral person. This study will shed light on

several examples drawn from the life of Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.).
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Dr. Igbal regards “Hazrat Imam Hasan (a.s.) a candle which enhanced the glory
of Kabah. By his examplary character he saved the Muslims from disintegration
and blood-shed. Just as candle light does away with darkness in a room he also
removed the clouds of hostility among the Muslims and forsook the crown to
which he was entitled.”’

Dr. Taha Husayn describes Imam Al-Hasan’s incomparable eloquence with a fo-
cus on Imam’s sermons. Husayn states:

“Hasan (a.s.) gave sermons to the people both during his father’s lifetime and
after his father’s death. No signs of stammering or any other weakness were seen
in any of his previous sermons. Both in the past and in the future, the Imam (a.s.)
was considered a part of the distinguished family, none of whose members were
ever known to pause or stumble in conversation or speech. Instead, this esteemed

family was renowned for their unparalleled eloquence, mastery of language, and

discernment in distinguishing between truth and untruth. They were unrivaled in

this domain. Imam Hasan (a.s.) delivered a speech to the public that was unparal-

leled in its excellence and conveyed the utmost sincerity in his views and actions.”®

In addition to Dr. Taha Husayn, the views conducted by Dr. Abdul Aziz Salim on
this matter is also quite intriguing. Salim writes: “Hasan (a.s.) has drawn a parallel
between his actions and those of his grandfather. He protected the Arabs from
violence, just as his esteemed grandfather guided them away from falsehood and
unfaithfulness towards the path of truth.””?

Furthermore, Sheikh Subhani has a nice description of Imam Al-Hasan Al-Mu-
jtaba (a.s):

“Imam Al-Hasan was divinely selected to be the successor of Imamate through
the Prophet. He was also the perfect embodiment of what it means to be an Imam.
Imam Hasan (p) possessed certain qualities and characteristics that set him apart
from other individuals. He was known for his generosity, kindness, and willingness
to help others. He followed his mother’s saying, “Neighbors before ourselves,” per-
fectly. If anyone was ever hungry or in need of food, Imam Hasan (p) always had a
table with a spread of food ready for those who needed it. Such was the generosity

and eagerness to take care of all those who came seeking help or guidance”*®
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He went to see the sick people among them. He was there at their funerals. He ac-
cepted the invitations of the slave and poor people. Upon the arrival of an individual
beside him, he engaged in conversation till their departure. He maintained his grip
on the individual shaking hands with him until it was his time to release. He used
great caution to ensure the happiness of others and to avoid causing them harm.
There was a unique bond between Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) and Imam Al-
Hasan (A.S). Several incidents refer to that unique bond. For instance, veritable ac-
counts depict Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) extending his prostration (sujood) during
communal prayers. Concerned friends PBUH his small grandson, Al-Hasan (a.s.), of-
ten aged 4 to 7, gleefully ascending onto his back or shoulders. The Prophet (PBUH)
stayed in prostration quietly, let the kid to play without interruption, exemplifying
profound tolerance and devotion. He refrained from hastening or displacing Hasan

until the infant choose to descend. Subsequently, he elucidated the rationale for the

prolonged prostration.* In another instance, Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) said: “Al-

Hasan and Al-Husayn are the two masters of the youth of Paradise.””

In the third instance, the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) made it clear that loving
his grandsons Hasan and Husayn (a.s.) was the same as loving himself and, by im-
plication, loving Allah. He said that loving them shows that you have sincere faith
(Iman) and disliking them shows that you are hypocritical (Nifaq).®

These historical accounts are the fundamental sayings and deeds of the Proph-
et that elevated Imam Hasan’s (a.s.) spiritual status, connected love for him and his
brother to the fundamental principles of religion, distinguished the Ahl al-Bayt, and
greatly affected Islamic history, social mores, sectarian identities, and theology. Also, it
is concluded that the noble morals and manners of Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) are similar to
those of His grandfather, Prophet Mohammed (PBUH)and His Father, Imam Ali (a.s.).

3.Imam Al-Hasan Al-Majtaba (a.s.): Views of Thinkers and Scholars

Without doubting, Imam Al-Hasan resembled the Prophet in character and appear-
ance more than any other. Many thinkers and scholars have praised Imam Al-Hasan
Al-Mujtaba (a.s.) for his profound virtues, moral courage, manners and strategic wis-
dom. Four of those thinkers and scholars have been chosen in this regard including Dr.
Mohammed Igbal, Dr. Taha Husayn, Dr. Abdul Aziz Salim and Sheikh Subhani.
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If the mind is naturally inclined toward good morals and manners, it can’t go off
the straight path, or greed will take the place of selflessness, or flaws and desires
will control it. It is for this reason that good morals and manners are very impor-
tant parts of both personal and social life. They are also the main reasons why
countries survive and keep their cultures and uniqueness alive. The most impor-
tant reason why the holy rules exist and stay in place is that they protect good
morals and manners, teach minds, and raise children with good intentions. The
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) took very good care of these superior human traits
as important reasons God chose him to be a prophet.

Undoubtedly, Muslims see Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) as the best example of
how to be a good person and do the right thing (Uswatun Hasanah). The Qur’an
and trustworthy narrations (Sunnah and Hadith) provide a detailed account of his

life, which shows a constellation of positive principles that changed people and so-

ciety. In the holy Qur’an Allah, the Most High, describes his prophet Mohammed as

follows: “And you are certainly on the most exalted standard of moral excellence.”?

God gave Prophet Mohammed perfect values that made him a great person. His
character wasn’t made up of different traits. It changed a cruel, tribal society be-
cause he did what he said he would do. Muslims try to be like him because they
believe that’s how people should act because it shows the holy traits of kindness,
justice, and humanity in their lives. To this day, his life is still the best model of a
good spiritual and moral person. Moreover, before he became a prophet, every-
one in Mecca called him Al-Amin, which means “The Trustworthy.” Even his ene-
mies knew he was honest about everyday things. Throughout his life, he always
told the truth and never lied or broke a promise. His word was the only real truth.

Furthermore, in describing his mission as a Prophet sent by Allah he (a.s.) has
said: “I have been sent as a prophet to complete noble moral traits.”®* Because he
had good morals and manners, he was able to educate people, build the world’s
culture, and change history. That’s when he brought people together in the field
of love and brotherhood, healed their hearts, and brought them together in their
feelings. Because of how kind he was, the Prophet showed how God’s kindness can

bring hope and mercy to sad and hopeless people. He went to see the poor Muslims.
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(a.s.) wanted to unite and save the Muslims, avert their slaughter, and rescue them from
catastrophic outcomes known only to Allah. Historians agree that Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)
was the most magnanimous, the preeminent benefactor to Allah’s followers, and the
kindest towards the impoverished. Consequently, the Ahl al-Bayt conferred upon him
the epithet of the Generous One. These constituted the roots of his benevolence and
virtuous actions. Impoverished and destitute people approached him, and he exhibited
benevolence, alleviating their plight with his many charitable offerings.

Furthermore, historians have strongly agreed that Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) was the
most devout individual of his day, the most pious among his contemporaries, and
the preeminent figure in terms of piety and dedication to Allah. He undertook the
hajj to the Sacred House of Allah (the Kaaba) twenty-five times. He engaged in all
forms of mediation to get proximity to Allah. He liberated himself from the dis-

tractions of the world and renounced its superficialities. We shall elaborate on his

principles and the facets of his remarkable personality.
This study highlights stories from the biography of Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.), in which

readers recognise the Imam’s morality and manners in different situations and as-
pects of his lifetime. The fundamental aspect of studying the biography of Imam
Al-Hasan (a.s.) is the need to do research based on the accounts of reliable narra-
tors who are truthful and unblemished in their religious integrity. The current study
relies on those reliable narrators to create a real and authentic account of Imam Al-
Hasan (a.s.) in Islamic history. It does not rely on narrators who cater to rulers, serve
their interests, bolster their authority, disregard religion, and propagate falsehoods.
Consequently, it is everybody’s obligation to dismiss biased reports and narrations
and refrain from relying on them. Islam has explicitly mandated the verification of
information about those charged due to their religious affiliations. Readers should
contemplate the chaotic historical period during which Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) lived,
marked by the growth of various groups and the propagation of their ideas. Aside
from all those accounts, the focus of this paper is to draw moral lessons from the
Imam’s biography and honour his legacy as humanity’s guide.

2. Grandfather and Grandson: The Unique Bond Between Prophet Moham-
med (PBUH) and Imam Al-Hasan Al-Mujtaba (a.s.)
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1.Introduction

Imam Abu Mohammed Al-Hasan Al-Mujtaba (a.s.) had a distinguished past,
replete with remarkable instances of morality, manners, bravery, generosity, and
struggle. He has noble manners, characterised by justice and piety. His existence
is characterised by distinctive qualities and positive inclinations. Exemplary ethical
characteristics, innovative ideas, and profound contemplation of convene found in
that character. The biographers have uniformly agreed that Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.)
was the most magnanimous among individuals and the most adept at controlling
anger, exhibiting forbearance towards detrimental and loathed matters. He exhib-
ited kindness towards others, always granting them forgiveness for their transgres-
sions. He resembled his grandfather, the Prophet (a.s.), whose moral principles
and compassion included all people.

There are several accounts in history which show that even the opponents and

enemies of Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) appreciate and respect the Imam’s outstanding

character. For instance, even though Marwan and Imam Hasan (a.s.) had repre-

sented two different directions when they were alive, Marwan rushed to carry
Imam Hasan’s coffin during his burial. The historian writes: “A credible witness
attested to his considerable clemency. The witness was identified by Marwan bin
al-Hakam, his staunch adversary. Marwan hastened to carry Al-Hasan’s revered
corpse, but Al-Husayn, Imam Al-Hasan’s brother, considered this peculiar and en-
quired of him: “Why have you carried his corpse while you had grieved him?” “I did

III

that to one whose clemency was as much as mountains!” replied Marwan.!

Accordingly, the action is a very meaningful act of respect, particularly because
it comes from a political opponent. Culturally, carrying the bier is a gesture of pro-
found respect for the dead and an honor.

Imam Al-Hasan (a.s.) was the most magnanimous and perceptive person. He was rec-
ognised as a pacifist and refrained from initiating conflicts, since the nation was rife with
factions; tribal leaders and military commanders compromised their integrity for mate-
rial gain. They desired prosperity and acted upon their psychological impulses, pursu-
ing power, control, and substantial riches. On the contrary, Imam Al-Hasan’s opponents

were malevolent and impolite. They favoured conflict over tranquillity. Imam Al-Hasan
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The current study explores the timeless virtues of the noble morality and man-
ners for the Imam Al-Hassan Al-Mujtaba as articulated in the Islamic teachings and
exemplified by his grandfather, the Prophet Mohammed (P.B.U.H.). It endeavours
to show how Imam Al-Hassan»s (P.B.U.H.) pursuit of complete noble moral traits
and manners transformed societal standards, fostering unity, compassion, and dig-
nity within the Islamic world.

In the same vein, this study highlights Imam Al-Hassan»s (P.B.U.H.) embodiment
of prophetic moral attributes through historical narratives that emphasize his hu-
mility, compassion, and moderation. Notable examples include the Imam’s mo-
rality towards the disadvantaged, his forgiveness of adversaries, and his charita-
ble acts, such as bestowing wealth and livestock on a destitute people. Moreover,
these narratives suggest that reading the biography of Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.)
can instill an ethical and moral sense of love, solidarity, and resilience in all hu-
mans, ultimately leading to peace and respect among human beings.

Furthermore, the study demonstrates how Imam Al-Hassan»s (P.B.U.H.) con-
duct elevated social norms through an analysis of his ethical framework based on
Qunranic principles and prophetic traditions. The study ultimately portrays Imam
Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) as an exemplar of moral leadership, whose legacy offers time-
less insights into the interplay of morality, manners, and humane traits.

Keywords: Imam Al-Hassan (P.B.U.H.) Al-Mujtaba, morality, manners, Quryanic

principles and prophetic traditions, leadership and traits.
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2. The unity of the main aim which is achieved by using argumentative strate-
gies is recognized from various uses of various means of arguments into the whole
texture of the text.

3. The employment of pragma-rhetorical tropes in constructing the text includ-
ing the originality and Quranic-facts reveals the character of this Islamic figure.
Consequently, this point confirms the main aim of this paper which is that Imam
Al-Hasan (A.S.) represents an important reference for linguistic studies because of
his deep Quranic-knowledge.

4. Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.)’s speech is full to some extent of metaphoric expres-
sions used when there is a need to present a clarified image of argumentative
issues.

5. Clarification ironic trope is not employed by Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) in his se-
lected speeches because it is sometimes used as an impolite type of linguistic
means. Leaving out of using ironic trope echoes the polite and morals that the

writer/speaker possesses. Furthermore, emphatic rhetorical questions and under-

statements are not utilized a lot since the writer intends to make his letters direct ?

and clear.
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sub-strategies which overlap with each other to regulate and organize the linguistic
devices generally and pragmatic devices particularly which are used by speakers.

3. The overlaps between claim; evidence; and warrant strategies confirm that
the main aim of this study that Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) acts as an important source
of linguistic research throughout his linguistic skills.

4. Remarkably, Quranic verses which are kinds of warrants control the other
kinds of argument strategies because they are chiefly used to improve and trigger
the main claim.

b. Pragma-rhetorical Tropes

1. Clarification and emphatic tropes are used either alone or integrated with
other argument strategies. Using such topes represents a significant effect of per-
suasion.

2. Most surely, clarification metaphoric trope is clearly more used than emphat-

ic tropes.

3. Emphatic overstatement trope is more frequently used than other types of

emphatic tropes. Using this trope with Quranic Verses works as an evidence to as-
sist and emphasize the original claim created in the initial text of these letters and
to preserve the unity of main proposition.

4. Noticeably, pragma-rhetorical tropes are mostly influential devices which
prove the aim of this study that Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) represents the real continu-
ity of Islam religion and what it involved of scientific and humanistic branches of
knowledge including linguistic fields.

5. Ironic trope is less using than other type of clarification tropes because Imam
Al-Hasan (A.S.)’s purpose was to persuade the opponent not to mock him. Rhetor-
ical questions and understatement tropes are less using than other types of em-
phatic tropes since Al- Imam (A.S.) intended to make his speech clear and direct.

5.2.2. Conclusions

1. The overlapping of using argumentative strategies such as: Claim; evidence;
warrant; and backing strategies is intended to achieve the argument’s aims which
reflect the originality of the writer/speaker to convince his/her addressees/audi-

ence.
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him. After the death of his father, Imam al-Hasan (A.S.) had declared to Mu’awiya
that the general allegiance was given to him and the Muslims had totally decided
to obey him. This would be a good reason for Mu’awiya to return; to follow the
logical speech; and to obey what other Muslims had followed.

Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) presents his argument by showing the chief claim strategy
(o e L a3 |55 (3 J515) combined with the evidence ("al—u o2 ULl d)
ol O_ej_fw O galdd E;WYJ). Imam Al-Hasan resorts to use a strategy of argument by
using a warrant strategy that is used as implied evidence (Y1 li. 1 Jf s KIHE
Al e Sie) and (S g Gl gon oyns cadal LY 3L Y el oLl 3 1), Addition-
ally, a number of backing strategies support the warrant strategy (2l & el 330
el s il 5) and (e 4 &> 90 (rag cadal 11 g5L5 Vg cdellally @ludl § J5ol).
Also, this text utilizes a powerful means of warrant strategy which is recognized by
using the Quranic verse: ((aSWl = 4a5).

Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) begins his argument and up holds it by clarification met-

aphoric tropes (23 p o ade dil Loy o o2 U Ll 5)). Here, the word (92e) does

not mean ‘walking’, but, it means ‘when Ali died’; (isUaJl 5 N J=>15) where the ?

word ( (J=>smeans ‘obey me’; and (oeeldi &)l & ) since the word () means
‘I will fight you'. There is a use of emphatic overstatement tropes as in (<5l Js Ls g
e o bi o ey cdai>) Thus, Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) uses many kinds of trofpes which
indicate his originality and creativity linguistically.

5.2. Discussion and Conclusions

5.2.1. Discussion

The following points are the results of analyzing the selected texts:

a. Argument Strategies

1. Argument strategies are combined with other pragma-rhetorical tropes,
particularly clarification metaphoric expressions and emphatic overstatement ex-
pressions to create and to back up the idea of the speaker/writer which is accom-
plished by using such compound pragma-argumentative strategy. Thus, utilizing
such linguistically combined strategy identifies the text and helps to establish its
structure.

2. Argument strategies work in intermixed way and are often followed by
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Text (4)
GV U Cny s @Vl e i) s p s ¢ p s e i) iy ald e UL O
o odie L2 65,1 s Ly e 0000 LS00 G s Y OF il JLals codms e o1 0 gl
axlad 0] A5 8 Uy el 3 (s 590 bl s e b Y ) 1 s ol (55 )
SIS ¢t e oLl s s b ool ¢ BN G gl g palnld 25l 5 ¢ T L
‘%,;,J\@,“&\k;ﬁ\j‘w;‘ﬁ_\suo_wg_:bf\j‘js.\_»ymuwﬁ‘w|%&T;T:Hg
A=l G sl Y el e ST cagslos (e dil 5 O 3 st S e b 3 el elos o2
usC_LQJM|@éJ‘¢U.;sJ:u\&\;&,‘aﬁg‘d@gj}iﬁyﬁmiﬁ’m@uyj@wu
s s i bl (S e eSS & (22 B ol Y] el T 05 e
(Safwat, 1937:9-10) .” s, SUL|
“Most surely, when Ali (may Allah have mercy on him on the day when he died,
on the day when Allah was kind to him through Islam, and on the day when he will
be raised from the dead) passed away, Muslims appointed me as a ruler after him.

Therefore, | ask Allah not to give us in the transient world a thing through which He

decreases our dignity with Him in the hereafter. The thing that urged me to write

(a letter) to you is the excuse between me and Allah, the Great and Almighty, in
respect of your affair. If you did that, you would have a great luck and set right the
Muslims. Therefore, leave going too far in falsehood, and pay allegiance as people
paid allegiance to me. Most surely, you have come to know that | am worthier of
this authority than you, with Allah and with every repentant (who) keeps (Allah’s
limits), and (with) those who have penitent hearts. Fear Allah, keep off aggression,
and spare the Muslims’ blood. By Allah you shall have no good through their blood
more than that through which you will meet Him! Enter peace and obedience. Do
not dispute with the men of the authority about the authority and with those who
are worthier of it than you, that Allah may through that put out the enmity and ha-
tred, gather the word (confirm unity), and reconcile (the people). If you refuse (all
things) except going too far in your error, | and the Muslims shall march towards
you and judge you until Allah judges between us; and He is the best of the judges!”.
(Al-Qurashi, 2006:406).

In this part of the letter, Imam al-Hasan explained his shock at Mu’awiya who

quarreled with the Imam for the sake of the authority and appeared enmity toward
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religion lest the hypocrites and the allies should find through that a shortcoming
through which they defile the religion, or they may have means to corrupt it. So,
today let the wonderer wonders at your disputing, O Mu’awiya, about an affair of
which you are not worthy. You are not famous for a merit in the religion nor are you
lauded for a deed in Islam. You are the son of one of the allies, and son of the most
hostile one to Allah’s Apostle (A.S) and His Book. Allah will reckon you! You shall be
returned and know to whom the issue of the abode belongs! By Allah, shortly after
that, you will meet your Lord, and then He will punish you because of what your
hands did; and Allah does not wrong the servants!” (Al-Qurashi,2006: 405-06).

In this text, Imam Al-Hasan claims that the prophet’s family refrained of demand-
ing their rights for the sake of the entity of Islam from the hypocrites and unbeliev-
ers whose power became strong after the prophet’s death. So, the claim strategy of

argument is that the prophet’s family defend of Islam (.l |« Zs12) which is mixed

by using the evidence strategy via leaving out their rights (pgzeile e Lsl). These
two strategies of argument (claim and evidence) supported by warrant strategy (Ls
Lo Olalew 5 (L Gl sl W,J L.>x3). Hypocrites had the opportunity to change ?
the principles of Islam. So, the prophet’s family did not fight against the hypocrites

in order to protect the real Muslims and pure rules of Islam.

Argument strategies are used together with an implied backing strategy to elab-
orate particular claim in a way that illustrates the unity of Imam al-Hasan’s speech.
Moreover, a number of backing strategies support and improve the warrant (D_“JL;
ol e e ol s sl L G35 s eciendl Cens) And (ol e O ol s
bS5 J}_w;J i b el ol s). Additionally, this text uses a more operfative tool of
warrant strateéy by using clarification metaphoric tropes (3 5l W}J Ldens Us adl
Asla L 5 e il el ) «(Li> 3 Lle) and clarification ironic tropes (o
w\@b‘3ﬁ;¢my\‘3iﬁwywwwmg‘;@v‘mTwwg&@,uﬁgaﬁ;
S bl J e J i 3 el ols col 5> Y1 e o ). All these strategies are intermin-
gled with emphéatic overstatement tropes (;_A.Lf o el o) o &, J_Jg o Ol AL s
el DU, 1 Loy 1) which involved Quranic verse (i.al e3s, 4f Ls ). Connecting
the evidence to Quranic verses refers to an effective device at Al-lmam’s conduct

and his individual knowledge of generous Quranic verses.
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05l sl s a5 el g ald ot i 3 e ol wllalw w;w‘})_:). Quraysh — the tribe of
Apostle- claimed that they were the nearest of the people to the Apostle (A.S.).
Imam Al-Hasan resorted to use a strategy of argument by using the same method
that Quraysh utilized which is used as a warrant strategy that is used as implied ev-
idence since the Imam Al-Hasan was the closest of them to the prophet in kinship.
Quraysh disputed the rest tribes of Arabs by claiming that they were Apostle’s tribe
while they rejected the same claiming when the prophet’s family argued them by
the same way.

Moreover, a group of backing strategies uphold and ensure the warrant strategy
such as: (.;,;;JJTV_@;;UO_AJ_;‘V_&@USQR_;J-\SB«U@;wuud)ﬂ\éigg\dfa)and
(L ) Blaai] iy 5 Lt (b e all g e Lty Lty 5 i L - 19). Furrther-
more, this text uses a more influential device of warrant strategy realized by using
Quranic verse: (uadl sl y25).

Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) initiates his argument and supported it by clarification

metaphoric trope (—grl= ). 05Ul iz oy a1 U |11). Here, the word (Uw)

does not mean ‘walking’, but the intention to argue with others. Thus, tropes are
chiefly operative means of stating arguments because they achieve two roles: It is
used to support the evidence given by Al- Imam. As well, Al- Imam had resorted to
such tropes to form particular ideas or opinions and to avoid certain evaluations.
Quraysh concealed the hate and showed enmity towards the family of the proph-
et. Thus, Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) uses various kinds of tropes because they prove the
linguistic originality of arguers.

Text (3)
o B il b (653 15918 315 Loy Ollaloy L (3 Lo 03 80 3 50 Lions Us il
b 0555 5l e 0 palty 1ok 23 3 5Vl 0 UL g OF (ppll e 3L ¢ gie slie s LSl
o omed el (e il slae L S35 e contl) s 56 Losladl a5 L () o I
L;.\_;TOJ.\,‘g\j)‘wy_;J}Cﬂ\g,_;b‘Qﬁ;rm)}\g;ﬁw,‘%wwm@é@y‘mi
‘il-?)g}-:lﬁ&W&Q)‘)‘U‘J@&MJ‘WDMW%U~9tﬁ)?¥i%'d}w}9ﬁ-ﬁ}

(Safwat, 1937:9).” dald pSUas bl Lo s ey ol |y Ay e 5
“We wondered at those who disputed with us about our right and the supreme

authority of our House. We refrained from disputing with them out of fear for the
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z

el Wl s, e geld g el i lus &x). Furthermore, this text uses a
very effective form of warrant strategy which is achieved by using Quranic verses:
§ 2383 M SILGp and 453801 Je S8 345 6 08 (255 3

Linking the evidence to Quranic verses denotes an influential means at the writ-
er’s behavior and expresses his unique comprehension and deep understanding
of these heavenly verses. Imam al-Hasan (A.S.) backs up his claims and evidence
by multifunctional warrant strategy (_ais & dlols 5 > cdil ol =D bl oY, cu
el g5 G ol BT 0T aus <015 Y 5) mixed with the above main evidence that
establishes crucial part of the principal proposition regarding his relation with the
family of the Apostle (A.S.) and his Progeny.

Text (2)
OF oS Je2 Vs o3 shs a0 il a1 5 3 eI e pall illals e 3l (355 |G
o s b BB 3 S Ol ¢ i 5 B Lo J ) OF ol o 5 a5 ai Ollal U el
D R g | JON BV PR JOUUH PR SO PP
JaT U 1 2w Y1 Sl ol 05 eI is 53 o) b ol Glaai] i 3 Lias
Lol a g cladls Lo gl VU 1) sl 5 U sael oo cinaddl Cdb 5 g 12 U] 03U 15 Lz oy

(Safwat, 1937:8-9) .” jcadl (L1 sn 5 cdil e )16 (L e ol

“When he passed away, the Arabs disputed with each other about his supreme
authority. Quraysh said: ‘We are his tribe, family, and friends. Therefore, it is not
lawful for you to dispute with us about Muhammad’s supreme authority and right.
The Arabs thought that it was as Quraysh said, and that they had a proof of that
against whoever disputed with them about Muhammad’s affair. So, they said yes
to them and submitted to them. Then we argued with Quraysh in the same man-
ner the Arabs argued with them in, but Quraysh did not treat us with justice as
the Arabs treated them with justice. They took this affair with the exception of
the Arabs through (demanding) justice and argument. When we, Muhammad'’s
Household and his friends, wanted to argue with and asked them for justice, they
sent us far, unanimously wronged and tired us. The promise is Allah’s; and He is the
Guardian, the Helper!”. (Al-Qurashi, 2006:405).

Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) exhibits his argument by presenting the main claim strat-
egy (x4 corzrl> Lo Jioy lanyd (o> L > &3) integrated via the evidence (Lold
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2. The second letter:
This letter is long to some extent; therefore, it is divided into four texts:
Text (1)

sl oo o e e il el Ol oy B slae ] (5 A, 3R (S
ekl Lo Tais o Do o bl 015 tny LT e Ol Gyl B slns (4l i 31

S Te 105 S i 1P e . -1 A e i e e 2
«%w{é&|&dﬂ|‘)—ﬁj\_f>¢\sg’ﬁjw% (Ol Wl aBlS 5 (e sl e
M&\J_@.léid;\'.l_ujcg\ijJ.é_iAJ:_ﬁ‘fU\o\_e)su_w'b-cc&!\ﬁt(:\_;jcﬁ‘d)yu)clﬁ
Vg1 SISk I Lol Lay Jay Jasses) 2llan G2y (Gt
(Safwat,1937:8)
Imam Al-Hasan sent another letter to Mu’awiya in which he asked him to follow
what Muslims follow and to obey him. The text of this letter is: “From Al-Hasan

bin Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, to Mu’awiya bin Abi Sufyan. | thank Allah
Whom there is no god but Him. Allah the Almighty has sent Muhammad as mercy

to the worlds, kindness to believers, and to all the people, (that he may warn him
who would have life, and (that) the word may prove true against the unbelievers).
So, he delivered the messages of Allah and carried out Allah’s command until Allah
caused him to die neither neglectful nor feeble. After Allah had showed through
him the truth, removed polytheism and singled Quraysh in particular with him, He
said to him: (And most surely it (the Qur’an) is a reminder for you and your peo-
ple)”. (Al-Qurashi, 2006:405).

Certainly, the Imame- in this letter- states his feelings of the Islamic Caliphate.
He believes that no one had the right to share the inheritance of the Prophet’s
Household, peace be on them.

Imam al-Hasan (A.S.)-in this text- indicates the main argument by presenting
a claim strategy asserted by using his first name and merged with the same evi-
dence strategy ((ewedell sol e oo gl (10) in the initial of the text. These prag-
matic strategies of argument are utilized to work as implied backing strategy for
the main claim in a method which represents the unity of his speech. Additionally,

a sequence of backing strategies back up and ensure the warrant («JM> | 4 SL_é
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5.1. Text Analysis
1.The first letter:

(I 1 ] s GG tiny L “1Lgh el Al Byglae Q)50 e a1 S
el O and b i3 (3 BT Lo g el S TS (0 gl s 15 eV 15 Sl
(Safwat, 1937:3).” ...... P I SURCIN A IFFCIONR 2O & P AN S PR

Imam al-Hasan (A.S.) wrote a letter to Mu’awiya in which he threatened him
with declaring war against him. This is the text of the letter: “You sent men to de-
ceive and carry out assassinations and you deployed spies as if you want to meet
(in battle). That is something will happen soon, so wait for it, Allah willing. | have
learnt that you have become haughty in a way that no wise man would become
haughty...”. (Al-Qurashi, 2006:399).

This letter consists of an extremely interrelated combination of pragma-rhe-

torical strategies which are placed together to create the bases of the argument

process. The reader of this letter recognizes that Imam Al-Hasan is persistent to

fight against Mu’awiya if he had continued on mutiny and aggression. Also, the
letter denotes that Imam al-Hasan (A.S.) denounces Mu’awiya for his happiness at
the death of the Commander of the Believers, Imam Ali (A.S.). This text integrates
a network of pragma-rhetorical devices that are used by Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) to
highlight the ground for his main proposition regarding his right in Caliphate.

He introduces his argument with a fact which depends on a claim strategy that
is merged with evidence (Jwiedly JLeoM dlzydl ] cosnwd i) which is blended
with a warrant strategy (sl Cs ¢l3E) that is in turn, supported by a clarification
simile trope (as you: ¢li¥); and a clarification metaphoric trope (Og«)! &uusyl). Us-
ing tropes performs double functions: Tropes are used to back up the evidence giv-
en by the speaker/writer. Additionally, speakers resort to tropes to create certain
opinions or views to avoid or ignore various assessments. Indirectly, he (A.S.) paves
the way to his own main proposition regarding his violated rights that Mu’awiya
endeavors to violate. Tropes are mainly effective devices of stating propositions
that cannot be said in a different way. Thus, they enhance the linguistic creativity

of a speaker or the sender of the message.

A
&

// k\
Proceedings of the twelfth Annual International Scientific Conference....... S e



R Asst.Prof.Dr.Hasan Hadi Mahdi Al-Kaabi-Asst.Lect.Talib Kareem Ali

it is an operative pragma-rhetorical device by which speakers may convince audi-
ence or listeners of their particular attitudes; and beliefs, or to confirm their claims
that they elevate against other party in the argument. Black (2006:26) states that
a rhetorical question has the illocutionary power of a claim on the contrary side
from what is commonly required. Thus, rhetorical positive questions have the illo-
cutionary power of a negative statement and vice versa.

4.2.2.3. Overstatement

Cruse (2006:80) explains that overstatement is known as a form of speech in-
cluding intended exaggeration for rhetorical impact; to raise effect; or to obtain
attractive attention of others. Exaggeration, which could be negative or positive, is
adopted by arguers to enlarge or uphold their claims.

The model of this study can be represented as the following one:

An Eclectic Model of Pragma-rhetorical Strategies of Argument

5. Text Analysis and Discussion

The eclectic model that is illustrated above is utilized for examining the data

under investigation represented by certain selrcted texts that are retrieved from
the known letters delivered by Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.). The chosen texts are charac-
terized by certain characteristics:

a. Imam al- Hasan’s (A.S.) argument is a process that is advanced in the follow-
ing way: He issues a number of argument related strategies that are interrelated
with each other (claim; evidence; warrant; backing; rebuttal; and qualifiers strat-
egies) to unify the aims of the proposition that activate pragmatic strategies of
argument.

b. It is important to mention that the pragma-rhetorical tropes including both
clarification tropes and emphatic tropes which are generally intermixed with other
argumentative elements (claim, evidence and warrant) to arrive at the appropriate
results and achieve the maximum of aims.

c. ltis significant to indicate that the texts under analysis are Arabic texts, while

English translation texts are put here for illustrative reasons.
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4.2.1.2. Simile

Cruse (2006:165) defines simile as an obvious linguistic comparison by using
specific words: (like or as) among two things of different nature in spite of having
mutual things between them to compare. Thus, a clear comparison may be utilized
successfully to create the required effect on the audience or listeners. The arguers
concentrate on particular performance to direct their claims to achieve maximum
condemn by using explicit comparison via the simile intended.

4.2.1.3. Metaphor

Gibbs (2001:326) rereads that metaphor is a form of similarity. It is a word or
phrase that is substituted by expressions referring to similar situations in a dissim-
ilar semantic domain. The comparison gives a novel orientation of meaning to the
initial expression. Practically, metaphor is not only introduced from the flouting
of the conversational maxims of Grice (1975), but also from violating of relevance
maxim of Sperber and Wilson’s Relevance theory. Therefore, metaphor can be an
appropriate pragma-rhetorical means at the speaker disposal to arrive at his/her
opinion; attitude; or assessment about particular situations indirectly.

4.2.2. Emphatic Tropes

A number of tropes including: Understatement; rhetorical questions; and
overstatement are mainly used via arguers for emphatic aims. (Mendoza & Peiia,
2007:152). The emphatic tropes include:

4.2.2.1. Understatement

Ruiz (2006: 6) states that an understatement is a secondary result of flouting
the quantity and quality maxims. Because an understatement is clearly less in-
formative than some other statements, it may be utilized to describe the meaning
of the more informative statements. Such uninformative content works against
the Grice’s principles (i.e., each one should work what one can do to understand
the attitudes of others, but understatement is different from the contrary principle
(i.e., each one should not do more than one has to do).

4.2.2.2. Rhetorical Question

Han (1997:3) indicates that a rhetorical question is mainly recognized as a ques-

tion that it does not attempt to get information or extract answers. Furthermore,
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to fulfill a communicative intention and then to fulfill a persuasive intention. This
what justifies incorporating and differing the argumentative components along
with the pragma-rhetorical tropes in one model. The satisfaction of a persuasive
intention can be obtained after the satisfaction of the communicative intention.
(Larrazabal and Korta, 2006:7).

Hence, an utterance or a statement can be explained by various ways using dif-
ferent strategies and devices which are called pragma-rhetorical tropes. Al-Hinda-
wi and Abu- Kroozs (2012) develop a model to deal with such strategies to classify
them in certain approaches. This model is called “Pragma-rhetorical Tropes model”
which is adopted by this study to analyze the data and to achieve its aims. Accord-
ing to this model, pragma-rhetorical tropes are categorized under two main kinds:
“Clarification Tropes” which are utilized to uphold the strategies of argument to

clarify points presented by arguers; and “Emphatic Tropes” which are used to in-

crease and improve claims and warrants utilized in arguments or they can be piec-

es of pragmatic strategies employed to motivate such actions. Each one of them is

classified into three sub-strategies:

4.2.1. Clarification Tropes

Harris (2008:2) cited in Al-Hindawi and Abu- Kroozs (2012) clarify that some
tropes may be exemplified to state ideas and attitudes of speakers and to illustrate
their assessment of particular subjects or people. Those tropes include:

4.2.1.1. Irony

Xiang (2008:5) elucidates that irony is known as a discrepancy between what
speakers said and what they intended. For example, the following statement: “What
a sunny day” during a storm. Attardo (2001:165) asserts that irony and the pragmat-
ic topics can be interlinked as the following: Irony is habitually shown as sub-strate-
gy of a wider strategy of indirect speech act in addition to conversational implicature
on which it completely depends. Practically, each statement -depending on a con-
text- can be utilized for ironic aim whether it indicates the opposite meaning of an
utterance or reflects attitudes of others. Irony is used to confirm specific claims or
support particular propositions of arguers by using many pragma- rhetorical devices

such as: Excessive politeness; rhetorical questions; metaphors; hyperbole and so on.
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conditions in which “the general authority of the warrant would have to be set
aside”. Hence, an arguer options rebuttal whenever she/he desires to lessen any
oppositions that might stand against her/his claims by presenting reasons to un-
derestimate the opponent argument or to decline its importance. The significant
part of building; refining; and interpreting arguments is dealing with objections
or oppositions of arguments, as: “Unless courses of schools already mixed skills
across other subjects effectively”.

4.1.6. Qualifier

Galea et al. (2002:11-12) ascertain that there are many reasons which make
qualifier a very significant kind of the argument structure as: Language is safer
by using qualifiers; qualifiers demand adjusting the claim to arrive at audience/
listeners acceptance; they increase the possibility of communication with othersin
easier way to persuade the listeners by the claims; and lastly, the arguer can reflect
his/her polite and moderate arguments by using qualifiers in an influential tone.

A qualifier is a phrase or a word that expresses a degree of a claim power by using

a set of words that begin by ‘probably’ and end by ‘absolutely’. A qualifier can ?

refer to a degree of power that the data (evidence) grant throughout the warrant
to the claim. Toulmin (2003:137) explains that a qualifier is utilized to distinguish
between arguments in which the warrant enables people to argue explicitly to the
conclusion by using specific qualifiers such as: a ‘necessarily’ and arguments in
which the warrant permits others to make the conclusions work only temporarily
by using certain qualifiers as: a ‘probably’.

Verheij (2006:348) states that a qualifier is clearly a sort of modal components
whose influence appears on utterances or statements. Consequently, a qualifier
is distinguished — here- as a kind of utterances that describes the claim which is
backed up by the data or not. For example: “So, most primary schools should con-
tain literacy as an obliged subject matter”.

4.2. Pragma-Rhetorical Tropes

A pragmatic notion of the individual’s intention is to link rhetoric to pragmatics
in a public intended structure in order to combine two kinds of intentions: Com-

municative and persuasive which are in various stages. Firstly, the arguer needs
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lowing main strategies which can organize the evidence and claim within a domain
of an argument: Generalization warrant; sign warrant; authority warrant; analo-
gy warrant; causality warrant; and principal warrant. These six strategies are per-
formed by people who are very interested in arguments at many stages of their
structures.

This element embodies an implied component between the claim and evi-
dence. It actualizes the cause behind the evidence that is given by the arguer to
uphold his/her claim. Accordingly, Simosi (2003:191) assures that warrant is an
utterance which is used as an inference; rule; value; or principle that performs a
function of connecting the evidence to the claim. It shows that evidence is relevant
to the claim. The rule may refer to diverse stages of generalization. As an example,
a particular warrant may refer to a real reason which it refers to the relevance of
information to a specific case, or it alludes to reasons of the person’s beliefs or
values which are implicitly mentioned in the context, for example: “If the aim of
school is to prepare students for the workforce, it should teach them skills about
importance of modern jobs”.

4.1.4 Backing

Verheij (2006:358) shows that backing supplies support for warrants. It occurs
when the legitimacy of arguments is challenged and then a warrant becomes ap-
propriate. Thus, backing is the evidence that backs and strengthens warrant. The
function of backing is as the evidence that develops a claim because it may ap-
pear in the form of quotations and speeches of other people; reported situations;
including other types of information or inference. Nevertheless, the evidence is
used to sustain a claim which is an absolutely necessary element of any argument;
whereas backing is not an essential element in the structure of argument. Howev-
er, when there is a need to the backing, it must be explicitly used rather than im-
plicitly, such as: “Educational and learning studies show that competency strongly
related with the ability of employ”.

4.1.5. Rebuttal

Except some conditions of argument, Toulmin (2003:94) claims that this com-

ponent of argument is distinguished from evidence and warrant by pointing out
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where there are not right and real answers. It includes six basic components which
organize and develop the knowledge and comprehension of arguments.

4.1.1. Claim

A person puts his claims to make an assertion to assert something in order to
be taken seriously by others. The understanding of these claims relies on certain
circumstances as: The sort of man and the man’s reputation (Toulmin,2003, p:11).

Simosi (2003:191) defines a claim as “a statement which contains Pragma-Dia-
lectical structure and is presented as the outcome of the argument. It refers to the
course of action followed by an arguer in a particular conflict situation”. In other
words, it is the opinion that the arguer attempts to create or the proposition that
she/he desires to approve. i.e., the claim is the assertion or proposition that an
arguer wants others to believe in, for example: “Uneducated people should
be required to take literacy lessons in primary schools”. Claims are divided into
three kinds: 1-Fact based claim which concentrates on experimentally verifiable

events throughout direct experimentations or notes; 2-judgment and value claim

which includes subjective assessments as attitudes towards opinions of others ?

and; finally, 3-policy-based claim. i.e., claim supporting courses of activity which
should be done.

4.1.2 Evidence

While, some elements in Toulmin’s (2003) model can be excluded of an argu-
ment or coded without being clearly indicated, evidence should always be involved
and obviously stated. Furthermore, it should be adequate; dependable; and truth-
ful. Simosi (2003:191) states that evidence is a statement that forms the evidence
of one part of an argument. Evidence may refer to previous situations or informa-
tion about an event at the present time as a communication between two parties
or more. In similar vein, McGlone (2007:5) confirms that any statement that used
as a beginning of launching in the specific argument is implied as evidence, such
as: “ Now, many works require developed learning skills, and managers think
that graduates often lack these skills”.

4.1.3 Warrant

Toulmin (2003) cited in Al-Hindawi and Abu-Krooz (2012:48) determine the fol-
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sion- happen as communicative activities that are adopted. (Pezzaniti, 2015:61).

3. Models of Arguments

a.Van Eemeren and Grootendorst’s (1983) model in which they (1983:85-87)
have establish an ideal model of a critical debate which includes four stages: (con-
frontation, opening, argumentation and concluding) on which a particular speech
act is distributed to lessen the differences in the opinions which are the core of a
critical discussion. Eemeren and Grootendorst have asserted that their model is
distant from argumentative discussion of real life.

b.Toulmin’s (2003) model: Toulmin (2003:16) shows that the procedures (phas-
es) of an argument of this model have been situated to show that procedures
(phases) of argument are alike regardless of the domain in which this activity hap-
pens. Toulmin has mentioned cases from two different domains (law and rational
cases) to identify that three of these procedures are the same. The difference lies
in the type of evidence that is required to accomplish the last stage in any case.

c.Benoit and Benoit’s (2006) model: Benoit and Benoit (2006:61-70) have de-

veloped a model that is made up of strategies of getting into arguments as insult,

accusation, command, and refusal of a request; and strategies of getting out of
arguments as physical or psychological disengagement, apology, agreement, and
restoring the relationship.

d.Trapp’s (2006) model: Trapp (2006:44-46) has stated that the episodes of ar-
gument are activated by the notion of unsuitability. Each episode starts by one
member who deciding to face the other; making; and editing argument strategies.
The results of argument episodes direct from conflict; to resolve of a conflict; to
self-concept destroy or to improve them.

4. Model of Analysis

The current work tries to propose an eclectic model which is based on Toulmin’s
(2003) Model and Pragma-rhetorical Tropes including the explanations which
made in this study. It can be presented this model as the following:

4.1. Toulmin’s (2003) Model of Argument

This model is suggested by Stephen Toulmin -the British philosopher- which is

aimed at creating logical; critical and convincing arguments, especially for states
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aim is a knowing of a structure; evaluation; and perspective of arguments whether
they are useful as means of critical persuasion or not (Govier 2010:2).

Argumentation as defined by Lewinski & Mohammed (2015:1) is the process of
producing and exchanging premises of communicative activity to uphold attitudes
or to defend claims, particularly in disagreement situations. So, it is a kind of dia-
logue whether it is in various types of speech or writing. Sperber, et al. (2010) cited
in (Lewinski & Mohammed,2015:2) state that argumentation is a specific type of
dialogue, because the majority of dialogues that people deal with are not exam-
ples of argumentation. In fact, argumentations only happen when people receive
a request from others in order to uphold a claim because there is a need for more
justification of reasons. An argumentation is an important method to choose the
acceptable information that people receive rather than accepting what other peo-
ple tell their addressees uncritically where the majority of knowledge that people
know is from others.

Pezzaniti (2015:60) assures that the pragma-dialectical approach exhibits its
concern in argument when it debates the structure of argumentation, especial-
ly, “the internal organization of each individual argumentation” which can be de-
scribed in schemes of argument. These schemes are “just like logical argument
forms such as abstract frames that allow for an infinite number of substitution
instances”. Eemeren and Grootendorst (2004) label the term of argument as “the
internal organization of a singular argumentation”. Accordingly, in this approach,
the best arguments are valid and suitable to a fit scheme. So, it is “either a formally
valid argument, or one which fits into an accepted argument scheme”. According
to the pragma-dialectical approach, argument is “the internal organization of an
argumentation for a standpoint, while argumentation is called arguing for, or pre-
senting reasons or premises”. The scheme of an argumentation is a social action
designed to persuade a rational activity of the point of the view which is a speech
act uttered in a specific context that depends on combinations of opinions which
are abstract objects to put them forward to adopt one of them. Thus, an argumen-
tation is a concept mostly utilized to embody some exchange of arguments that

indicate to human actions where arguments - structures of premises and conclu-
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pragma-rhetorical tropes and argumentative strategies which are essential to be
debated to enhance the model of data analysis.

2. Pragma-Dialectical Interrelationship of Argument and Argumentation

The pragma-dialectical approach is a field of linguistics, pragmatics, and logic
has been developed by Van Eemeren and Grootendorst (2004). Gerber (2011:21)
states that the pragma-dialectical approach “provides critics with a methodolo-
gy to evaluate how well particular arguments fulfill their rhetorical purposes (the
pragma) and whether or not they comply with the guidelines for fair dialectical
processes (the dialectics)”. This topic emphasizes specific subjects such as ele-
ments of different kinds of argument: (Validity; issues of argument; ethics of ar-
guments; etc.). The pragma-dialectical approach is founded in a systematic basis
which deals with rational debates that aim to resolve differences in opinions which

it will lead the commitment in its rules to the fair resolution. Nevertheless, people

who adopt the pragma-dialectical approach do not necessarily suppose that de-

bates will really commit to the rules of the pragma-dialectical approach in a given

argumentative state.

Hitchcock and Verheij (2006:121) defines argument as a “set of one or more
interlinked premise-illative-conclusion sequences. Such sequences can be inter-
linked either through chaining together, when the conclusion of one sequence is
a premise in another, or through embedding, when one sequence is a premise
of another”. This means that a premise is considered as not necessarily empha-
sized by anyone while a conclusion is a type of speech act that is regarded as not
necessarily done by anyone. Consequently, arguments are situated as structures
that encourage their speeches to accept any conclusion when they are expressed
in certain situations. In other words, the premise/conclusion relationship can be
understood in various ways: The premise may ensure the fact of the conclusion, or
make its fact more acceptable or assertible. For the sake of their aims, arguments
may be regarded as independent components, regardless of the context in which
they are occurred in real human communicative activities. Govier (2010:1) defines
an argument as “a set of claims in which one or more of them - the premises - are

put forward so as to offer reasons for another claim, or the conclusion”. The main
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1.. Introduction

Speeches and letters that are delivered for both private and public reasons are
intended to fulfill the aims of their writers throughout crossing difficulties and bor-
ders. Poems; articles; essays; and letters are forms of written texts which are not
only objects of literature, but also interactive discoursal to that aim to establish
and enhance communication between people (Barton & Hall, 2000). Letters may
indicate historical or autobiographical facts or information in science; politics; or
literature. They are recurrently utilized in humanities studies as a modification; a
source of document; or data towards a specified situation. (Richter, 2010).

In the past, present and future, exert efforts in formulating claims on different
subjects where human beings do not have confirmed information or even enough
facts to proof them. Speakers utilize arguments when they attempt to resolute dis-
agreement or controversy of a matter logically by giving reasons that are support-
ed by evidence to convince other people that the adopted opinions are truthful.
When people introduce arguments in speaking or writing, they attempt to convince
others by presenting reasons or evidence to support their claims. Arguments could
have many premises or they could have only one. Arguers could similarly establish
and determine arguments as a linguistic tool to prove a claim that others do not
already believe in. (Govier,2010:2).

The employment of argument in speeches genres especially in religious ones
which are delivered or spoken by Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) in defense of the Islamic
basics and to establish the main Islamic rights and values. Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.)
is one of the important Islamic character and represents the natural extension of
Prophethood. His speeches pose a rich resource of linguistic attention of analysis
where suitability and respect of these speeches derive from the power of argu-
ment that Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.) formulates (Ordoni,1987:226). These speeches
are recognized and built upon many pragma-rhetorical strategies that require a
success study and investigation. Consequently, this study establishes itself the
goals of recognizing some of the most important pragma-rhetorical strategies of
argument utilized by Imam Al-Hasan (A.S.). To achieve argumentative goals of this
study such as how are these strategies utilized, there are some pragmatic topics, as
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-~3Abstractiss-—-

Imam Al-Hasan - the first grandson of Prophet Muhammad (A.S.) and eldest
son of Imam Ali and Lady Fatima Al-Zahra, (A.S.)- is a great prominent figure in
the Islamic history, who produces a highly influencing discourse. These speech-
es have incorporated highly-fabricated-linguistic messages that are characterized
by rhetorically loaded argument to support Imam Al-Hasan’s views or to refute
the alleged opinions of Mu’awiyah (his adversary) in the struggle that continued
between them after the Martyrdom of Imam Ali (A.S.). Despite their significant
academic value, they have not received the due examining attention in linguis-
tic-related studies. To bridge this gap, the current study tries to establish a pure
pragma-rhetorical approach to investigate these speeches. This includes finding
out the pragma-rhetorical construct that forms the pragma-rhetorical framework
of this masterpiece of Imam Al-Hasan (AS) as well as the pragma-rhetorical strat-

egies utilized by Imam Al-Hasan’s (AS) in constructing pragma-rhetorical pieces of

eloquent arguments. Besides, it attempts to identify the major pragma-rhetorical ?

strategies that are used in triggering and maintaining these arguments. In asso-
ciation with these aims, this work develops An Eclectic Model of Pragma-rhetor-
ical Strategies of Argument, which is composed of Toulmin’s (2003) model along
with the Al-Hindawi and Abu-Krooz (2012) Model to accomplish its aims. Finally,
the study concludes that Imam Al-Hasan’s speech is composed mostly of persua-
sive arguments in order to achieve the desired aims by presenting rational over-
lapping of using argumentative strategies such as: Claim; evidence; warrant; and
backing strategies which are intended to achieve the argument’s aims that reflect
the originality of the writer/speaker to convince his/her addressees/audience. He
also adopts various pragma-rhetorical tropes in constructing the text including the
originality and Quranic-facts that reveal the character of this prominent Islamic
figure.

Keywords: Pragma-rhetorical Tropes, Imam Al-Hasan Speeches, Pragmatic Ar-

gumentative Strategies, Toulmin’s Argument Model.
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the continuity of peacebuilding principles across centuries. By prioritizing the
preservation of life and moral authority over transient political power, Imam Hasan
(as) sets a model of leadership that challenges simplistic portrayals of weakness or
abdication.

Future research should explore comparative analyses of other early Islamic
treaties and their influence on contemporary peace processes in Muslim-majority
societies. Additionally, scholars may benefit from deeper engagement with
indigenous legal and ethical concepts of sulh, enriching global peacebuilding
discourses. Practitioners involved in conflict mediation and leadership training
might draw lessons from Imam Hasan’s (as) example, emphasizing ethical restraint
and community preservation as foundational to sustainable peace.

In sum, this study contributes to Islamic political thought and peace studies by

illuminating a canonical moment of reconciliation through an interdisciplinary lens.

It encourages reevaluation of early Islamic history not only as religious heritage

but also as a repository of strategic wisdom relevant to contemporary conflict
resolution challenges.
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concerns during asymmetric conflicts. This will indicate that the aforementioned
stance of Imam Hasan (as) is not a political compromise but rather a well-thought-
out move to save his ummah from intra-communal violence and thus maintain its
social fabric. The theme that comes up here is the preservation of moral legitimacy
and religious authority, and this corroborates the interpretations of muslims’
theological discourse, which views Hasan’s (as) abdication as an act of principled
leadership rather than weakness.

This also resonates with broader theories of transformational leadership, in
which ethical restraint strengthens legitimacy over the long term and is a means of
building trust. Overall, the protections given to Hasan’s followers and the adherence
to the laws of the Qur’an in the treaty are illustrative of a quite sophisticated
embedding of Islamic jurisprudential norms within political negotiation and serve

to underpin the multifunctional nature of sulh as both legal and political strategy.

Comparisons with Lederach’s 1997 peacebuilding typology suggest that the

treaty is a preventive settlement that intervened early in the escalation process to

prevent further conflict and to protect communal welfare ¢ Although some of the
root causes of the conflict were not resolved, the emphasis of the treaty on mutual
guarantees and minority protections prefigure current peace settlements which
balance short-term ending of violence with longer-term reconciliation.

This consensus challenges the reductionist narratives of Imam Hasan’s (as) sulh
as a capitulation and instead locates it within an ongoing tradition of principled
conflict resolution. The interdisciplinary approach taken in this study, fusing
historical textual analysis with conflict resolution theory, therefore deepens
understanding not only of early Islamic political practice but also provides an
instructive case study for wider contemporary debates on leadership, legitimacy,
and peacebuilding in Muslim contexts.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This research confirms that Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba’s treaty (as) is a deliberate,
strategic maneuver grounded in humanitarian concern, religious ethics, and
political pragmatism. The treaty exemplifies early Islamic precedents of negotiated

settlement thatresonate with modern conflict resolution frameworks, underscoring
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5. Descriptive Statistics of Treaty Impact (Historical Interpretations)

Based on (40) secondary scholarly articles analyze for interpretive trends, the
perceived impact of the treaty was rated on a 5-point Likert scale from “Very
Negative” to “Very Positive”, as in Table (5);

Table (5): Distribution of Scholarly Perceptions of Treaty Impact

Perception Number of
(%) Percentage
Category Articles
Very Positive 18 45
Positive 12 30
Neutral 6 15
Negative 3 7.5
Very Negative 1 2.5

The analysis of article perceptions reveals that the majority view Imam Hasan’s
reconciliation with Mu‘awiya in a positive light, with (45%) expressing a very
positive stance and an additional (30%) reflecting a positive outlook, totaling
(75%) favorable assessments. A smaller portion, (15%), maintain a neutral
position, neither strongly endorsing nor opposing the event- Conversely, only a
minority express criticism, with (7.5%) holding negative views and a mere (2.5%)
categorizing their perception as very negative. This distribution indicates broad
scholarly approval of Hasan’s reconciliation as a pragmatic and morally grounded
decision, while acknowledging some dissenting perspectives.

Discussion

This study is aiming at underlining the politics of Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba’s (as)
treaty, a well-calculated strategic decision rooted in both the historical realities of
7th-century Islam and the normative frameworks of peacebuilding and leadership
ethics. The strong emphasis on preventing Muslim bloodshed, reflected by the high
frequency of this motivation in primary sources, is consistent with contemporary

conflict resolution principles prioritizing harm reduction and humanitarian
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The same is, on account of the limited attention, given to the root causes of
the conflict: although the treaty is able to stop the conflict, it might not have been
able to fully address the tension underneath. The treaty approach demonstrates
pragmatism toward the prevention of conflict and has its strong points in physical
security and stability, but the challenges remain for long-term reconciliation.

4. Thematic Coding of Conflict Resolution Concepts

The treaty’s alignment with modern conflict resolution concepts was analyzed
by coding excerpts for four key peacebuilding principles: harm reduction, legitimacy
preservation, inclusive governance, and rule of law adherence- Table 5 shows the
distribution of coded references, as in Table (4);

Table (4): Distribution of Peacebuilding Themes in Textual Data

Number of References
Peacebuilding Theme (%) Percentage
(n=50 excerpts)

Harm reduction 35 70
Legitimacy preservation 28 56
Inclusive governance 22 44
Rule of law adherence 18 36

The results demonstrate that harm reduction is the most commonly cited
peacebuilding theme, cited in (70%) of all (40) references, giving priority to the
reduction of violence and preservation of human life in the reconciliation process:
Legitimacy comes next with (56%) of the excerpts, accounting for the political and
moral authority necessary for agreeing upon acceptance and stability- Inclusive
governance is noted in (44%) of references, somehow meaning a considerable but
less dominant account for participation and representation within the political
arrangement set up by the treaty.

Rule of law is mentioned in (36%) of the excerpts, signifying moderate account
for legal frameworks and accountability as bases for lasting peace: The themes
presented here suggest an integrated approach by Imam Hasan (as)-Mu‘awiya
treaty in an attempt to tackle both immediate conflict concerns and longer-term

governance issues.
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muslim identity, indicating that safeguarding religious and sectarian identity is
also an influential factor. As such, the data reflect a complex interplay of ethical,
political, and strategic motivations underpinning Hasan’s reconciliation.

4.Treaty as Negotiated Settlement: Comparative Framework

Applying Lederach’s peacebuilding typology (1997), Imam Hasan (as)-Mu‘awiya
treaty fits the profile of a preventive settlement, aiming to halt violence early and
prevent wider conflict, as in Table (3);

Table (3) Comparison of Treaty Features to Lederach’s Preventive Settlement

Criteria
Hasan—Mu‘awiya | Preventive Settlement
Feature Alignment
Treaty Criteria
Early intervention in )
_ Yes Required v
conflict
Mutual guarantees )
_ Yes Required v
included
Long-term reconciliation Partial Recommended ~
Community-wide )
i Yes Required v
protection
Addressing root causes Limited Recommended ~

The analysis of Imam Hasan (as) —Mu‘awiya treaty aligns with the theory of
effective conflict resolution to a great extent. The treaty, going by the preventive
criteria, imposes early intervention in conflict: the need for parties to letters/orders
to address any dispute before it escalates into a full-blown violent situation. It also
made guarantees for mutuality: commitments would have to flow from one actor
to another in order to build trust and hold each other accountable.

The treaty guarantees the community at large and, therefore, protects their
rights and safety for the larger Muslim population; this is in accordance with one
of the essential needs of inclusivity in peace agreements. It did, however, confer
a partial form of long-term reconciliation resistance, leaving some weaknesses in

securing long-lasting peace beyond a cessation of hostilities.
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a demand for legal legitimacy and constitutional safeguards, which remain central
in modern peace agreements to guarantee rule of law. Lastly, the provision for
returning seized property aligns with restorative justice practices, emphasizing
reconciliation and the rectification of past wrongs to foster durable peace.
Consequently, the treaty’s provisions demonstrate a sophisticated understanding
of conflict resolution mechanisms that continue to inform contemporary peace
processes.

2. Motivations and Strategic Calculus

The analysis of (30) historical texts identified five recurrent motivational themes
guiding Imam Hasan’s decision. Table (2) displays their frequency distribution.

Table (2): Frequency of Motivational Themes in Sources (n=30)

(Bar chart with themes on X-axis and frequency on Y-axis)

Motivation (Frequency (n | (%) Percentage
Prevention of Muslim bloodshed 26 86.7
Preservation of legitimate leadership claim 21 70
Recognition of military imbalance 18 60
(Maintenance of Muslim unity (ummah 15 50
Strategic retreat to preserve Shia identity 12 40

The results indicate that the primary motivation behind Imam Hasan’s (as)
actions is the prevention of Muslim bloodshed, as indicated by a dominant (86-7%)
frequency, reflecting a strong commitment to peace and minimizing intra-Muslim
violence- The preservation of legitimate leadership claim is also a significant factor,
with (70%) acknowledging its importance, suggesting that maintaining political
and spiritual authority remains a key concern despite the abdication.

The recognition of military imbalance at (60%) highlights a pragmatic
understanding of the power dynamics influencing the decision to negotiate rather
than continue conflict. Furthermore, half of the respondents (50%) emphasizes the
motivation to maintain the unity of the Muslim community (ummah), underscoring

the broader communal considerations that guid the treaty. Lastly, a smaller yet

notable portion (40%) views the abdication as a strategic retreat to preserve
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resolution, as in Table (1);
Table (1): Treaty Clauses and Thematic Interpretations
Clause . Thematic | Contemporary Peace-
(Treaty Provision (Reconstructed o
.No Category building Parallel
Transfer of political authority to )
. ) ) Power Leadership succes-
1 Mu‘awiya without hereditary . )
) transition sion agreements
succession
) o Ceasefire & o
Cessation of hostilities and o Humanitarian cease-
2 ) humanitarian )
bloodshed among Muslims ) fire clauses
protection
Protection of followers of o o )
o Minority Minority protection
3 Imam Hasan and prohibition of )
) rights guarantees
persecution
Commitment to uphold o
) Legal Constitutional
4 Qur’anic law and Sunnah of the .
legitimacy safeguards
Prophet
c Return of seized property to Restorative Property restitution
rightful owners justice measures

The table reveals that the treaty between Imam Hasan (as) and Mu‘awiya
encompasses key elementsthatresonate strongly with contemporary peacebuilding
principles. The transfer of political authority without hereditary succession reflects
a strategic approach to leadership transition aiming at stabilizing governance,
similar to modern succession agreements designed to prevent power vacuums
and conflict. The cessation of hostilities underscores a clear ceasefire commitment
focused on protecting civilian lives, paralleling humanitarian ceasefire clauses in
current peace accords.

Protection of Hasan’s followers highlights the recognition of minority rights,
ensuring safety from persecution, afoundational aspect of peacebuilding today. The

treaty’s emphasis on adherence to Qur’anic law and prophetic tradition illustrates

X
b
?;“Z&

S NS
oI 2026 AD - 1448 AH




Reconciliation as a Strategic Option: A Study of Imam Hasan Al-Mujtaba>s '(‘t,‘:‘%’f%
A
J

(as) Position on Political Conflicts "\q@
T
-

events within modern academic discourse on conflict resolution and leadership.
Careful triangulation of these materials ensures the validity and reliability of the
findings by cross-verifying accounts and perspectives.

Additionally, the use of sources addresses potential biases and enriches the
understanding of Imam Hassan'’s (as) reconciliation as a multifaceted phenomenon
that transcends sectarian narratives (Feldman, 2020; Gleave, 2018). This
methodological rigor supports the study’s aim to bridge classical Islamic history

with contemporary theoretical frameworks.

3.4 Data Collection Procedures

Archival research is conducted using online repositories (e-g:, Al-Maktaba al-
Shamela, Noor Digital Library) and academic databases (e-g:, Scopus, JSTOR,
ProQuest). The selection criteria for sources includ authenticity, relevance, scholarly

credibility, and representation of multiple perspectives. Special attention is given

to works published in the last 10 years to incorporate recent interpretations and

theoretical applications.

3.5 Data Analysis

Thematic analysis was applied in two phases:

ePhasel: Historical Content Analysis — Extracting factual, narrative, and
contextual elements from primary sources:

ePhase 2: Theoretical Mapping — Comparing extracted themes with principles
from conflict resolution theory (Burton, 1990; Lederach, 1997) and Islamic political
ethics-

NVivo software is used for coding textual data, categorizing treaty clauses, and
linking them to theoretical constructs such as conflict de-escalation, interest-based
negotiation, and moral authority preservation.

3.6 Results

1. Political and Normative Content of the Treaty

The treaty’s textual analysis identified five primary provisions that articulate a
blend of political pragmatism and normative Islamic principles. These provisions

resonate with peacebuilding principles seen in contemporary international conflict
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socio-political phenomena that are context-dependent and interpretive in nature
(Creswell & Poth, 2018). This study also incorporates a critical discourse analysis
to examine how various historical sources and sectarian narratives construct the
meaning and significance of Imam Hassan’s (as) abdication.

By analyzing primary texts such as early Islamic chronicles, legal documents, and
theological treatises, alongside secondary scholarly interpretations, the research
uncovers the underlying power dynamics, ethical considerations, and political
strategies embedded within the reconciliation process. This multidimensional
approach allows for a nuanced understanding of how historical memory and
ideological frameworks influence contemporary perceptions of leadership and
legitimacy in Islamic political thought (Fairclough, 2013; van Dijk, 2015). Moreover,
situating Imam Hassan'’s treaty within the broader theoretical models of conflict
resolution and transformational leadership enhances the study’s relevance to both
historical scholarship and modern peace studies.

3.2 Research Questions

The study seeks to answer the following questions:
1. What were the political, religious, and strategic factors influencing Imam
Imam Hassan’s (as) decision to reconcile with Mu‘awiya?

2. How does Imam Hasan (as) —Mu‘awiya treaty align with contemporary
theories of negotiated settlement and conflict resolution?

3. What implications does this historical case offer for modern political
reconciliation efforts in Muslim-majority societies?

3.3 Data Sources

Primary data consist of classical Islamic historical texts, including al-Tabar’s
Tartkh al-Rusul wa al-Muldk, Ibn al-Athir’s al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, and relevant
narrations preserved in hadith collections.

These sources provide both historical accuracy and theoretical grounding.
These diverse sources enable a comprehensive examination of the historical events
and their interpretations across different Islamic traditions, allowing for a balanced
and critical analysis- The primary texts offer direct insight into the socio-political

context of the seventh century, while secondary literature helps situate these
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closely with this model, as he placed the overarching needs and stability of the
community above his individual political ambitions, thereby transforming the
concept of leadership from one based on raw power to one grounded in ethical
stewardship and visionary foresight. In contemporary political science and peace
studies, this style of leadership has clear analogues in post-conflict power-sharing
arrangements and peacebuilding efforts, where leaders must navigate the delicate
balance between maintaining authority and promoting reconciliation among
formerly warring factions (Lederach, 2020; Galtung, 2019).

These arrangements often require leaders to adopt a posture of humility
and cooperation, setting aside maximalist demands to facilitate sustainable
peace and shared governance. Just as Hasan’s decision (as) reflected a strategic
accommodation to preserve unity, modern peace processes emphasize leadership

approaches that prioritize inclusion, dialogue, and mutual respect over unilateral

control. This continuity highlights the enduring relevance of transformational

leadership and moral restraint as key factors in political legitimacy, especially in

contexts marked by conflict and deep social divisions, (Mavani, 2013).

Thus, Imam Hasan’s (as) abdication is not merely a historical episode of political
withdrawal but a profound illustration of how leadership grounded in ethical
considerations and long-term communal welfare can redefine legitimacy and
authority in volatile political environments. His example offers important insights
for understanding leadership dynamics in both historical and contemporary
settings, demonstrating that sometimes true power lies in the willingness to yield
for the greater good.

3: Methodology

3.1 Research Design

This study adopts a qualitative historical-analytical design, integrating textual-
historical analysis with conflict resolution theory. The approach focuses on
interpreting historical narratives, treaty clauses, and early Islamic historiography
to evaluate Imam Hassan al-Mujtaba’s (as) reconciliation with Mu‘awiya within the
framework of modern peacebuilding and political compromise.

Qualitative methodology is appropriate because the research examines complex
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guidelines and mechanisms for dispute resolution and conflict settlement, and as
a pragmatic political strategy that aims to safeguard the collective welfare and
prevent destructive fragmentation within the Muslim polity.

By embodying principles of justice, compassion, and prudence, sulh transcends
mere political calculation to become a normative ideal that shapes the ethical
conduct of leaders and communities alike: In this way, Hasan’s treaty(as) with
Mu‘awiya can be seen not only as a political maneuver but as a profound enactment
of sulh’s religious, moral, and social dimensions.

2.5 Leadership Legitimacy and Strategic Restraint

Theories of political legitimacy emphasize that authority is not solely derived

from the exercise of power or coercion, but often from the perceived moral and
ethical standing of a leader within their community (Beetham, 2019; Rosenthal,
2021). In many cases, leaders can actually enhance and consolidate their legitimacy
by demonstrating restraint, humility, and a willingness to forego immediate
dominance for the sake of higher principles.
Such restraint signals a leader’s commitment to justice, moral credibility, and
the welfare of the governed, which can foster enduring loyalty and respect rather
than fear or resentment. Imam Hasan ibn Ali’s (as) calculated withdrawal from
direct political confrontation exemplifies this dynamic: by choosing to relinquish
power voluntarily, he underscored his role as a principled leader dedicated to
the long-term survival and unity of the Muslim ummah rather than the fleeting
gratification of political control.

This act can be fruitfully analyzed through the lens of the transformational
leadership model, a framework in leadership studies that contrasts with traditional
transactional or authoritarian styles- Transformational leaders inspire and motivate
their followers by appealing to shared values, ideals, and a vision for the future
that transcends immediate personal or factional interests (Burns, 2019; Bass &
Riggio, 2021).

Rather than relying on force or transactional exchanges, transformational
leaders seek to elevate the collective consciousness and foster a sense of purpose,

moral responsibility, and communal cohesion. Imam Hasan’s (as) abdication aligns
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within Islamic jurisprudence and ethical thought, serving as a cornerstone for
restoring justice, maintaining social harmony, and preventing the outbreak of
fitna, an Arabic term denoting civil strife, discord, and chaos within the Muslim
community (Abou El Fadl, 2017; Kamali, 2021). This principle is deeply embedded in
the Islamic legal tradition as a preferred means of conflict resolution, emphasizing
the restoration of relationships and the reconciliation of opposing parties in ways
that uphold both communal welfare and divine justice.

Unlike mere cessation of hostilities, sulh entails a holistic process that addresses
grievances, acknowledges the dignity of all involved, and seeks durable peace
grounded in equity rather than mere political expediency. Within Shi‘i theological
and historical discourse, Imam Hasan ibn Ali’s (as) abdication is often interpreted
through the lens of sulh as an exemplar of moral and spiritual leadership. His

decision is portrayed not simply as a political concession but as an intentional

and conscientious act aiming at preserving the unity and integrity of the ummah
the global Muslim community above the pursuit of temporal political power or
personal ambition (Mavani, 2020; Dakake, 2018).

This framing emphasizes a prioritization of communal stability and the avoidance

of internecine bloodshed, reflecting a leadership ethic that values the long-term
health of the community over short-term gains or factional dominance.

This approach resonates strongly with Qur’anic teachings, particularly the
verses in Surah Al-Hujurat (49:9-10), which urge believers to reconcile when
conflicts arise between groups and to act as mediators to restore peace and
mutual understanding. These verses not only sanction reconciliation but elevate
it as a divine imperative for maintaining societal cohesion and preventing division.

Furthermore, this ethic mirrors the prophetic precedent established by the
Prophet Muhammad (pbut), who consistently demonstrated a preference for
peace and reconciliation over vengeance or retaliatory violence even in situations
where harsh retribution might have been justified (Esposito, 2020; Ayoub, 2019).

The Prophet’s conduct thus serves as a model for conflict resolution grounded
in mercy, forgiveness, and the pursuit of communal harmony. Consequently, sulh

functions on multiple levels: as a juridical category within Islamic law that provides
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provide tools to analyze peace agreements by focusing on key factors such as the
relative power asymmetry between parties, the degree of mutual recognition and
legitimacy, and the preservation or accommodation of each side’s core values and
identities (Zartman, 2018).

Central to these theories is the idea that parties often reach an impasse a
“mutually hurting stalemate” in which ongoing violence inflicts unacceptable costs
without advancing strategic objectives, thereby creating incentives for negotiated
compromise (Kelman, 2020; Ramsbotham et al., 2022).

Inthislight,ImamHasanibn Ali’s (as) decisionto enterinto a treaty with Mu‘awiya
can be understood as a pragmatic application of conflict resolution principles.
Rather than continuing a costly military campaign with uncertain prospects
for success, Imam Hasan (as) chose a negotiated settlement to prevent further
bloodshed and to safeguard the long-term interests of the Muslim community-
This approach reflects a recognition that peace through compromise sometimes
offers a more sustainable outcome than prolonged warfare, especially when the
conflict risks fragmenting social cohesion or exhausting resources:

Moreover, early Islamic history provides notable precedents where negotiation
and compromise were integral to political strategy. The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah,
concluded by the Prophet Muhammad (pbut.) with the Quraysh tribe, serves
as a prime example of a peace agreement that, despite initial resistance and
appearing disadvantageous, ultimately enabled the expansion of Islam through
peaceful means (Khadduri, 2019; Sachedina, 2021). Such precedents reinforce
the legitimacy of diplomatic settlements within Islamic governance traditions,
demonstrating that political pragmatism and the pursuit of peace coexist with
religious and ethical considerations:

Thus, viewing Imam Hasan’s treaty (as) through the lens of modern conflict
resolution theory not only situates the event within a broader scholarly framework
but also highlights how historical actors employed strategies to balance power,
minimize harm, and preserve communal stability in times of political crisis.

2.4 Islamic Political Ethics and Sulh

Sulh reconciliation holds a profoundly significant and multifaceted position

2026 AD - 1448 AH




Reconciliation as a Strategic Option: A Study of Imam Hasan Al-Mujtaba>s '(‘t,‘:‘%’f%
A
J

(as) Position on Political Conflicts "\q@
T
-

but Imam Hasan (as), as Ali’s (as) eldest son and designated successor by many
within the Shi‘a faction, also claimed legitimate leadership (Veccia Vaglieri, 2013).
This rivalry precipitated a precarious balance of power characterized by military
confrontations, political maneuvering, and shifting tribal alliances.

The broader socio-political landscape was complex. Tribal loyalties played
a critical role, as Arab tribes were often divided in their allegiances, sometimes
aligning with Imam Hasan’s (as) cause due to religious and familial loyalty, while
others backed Mu‘awiya for pragmatic or regional interests (Aghaie, 2004).
Moreover, this period was pivotal in shaping sectarian identities, as the question
of rightful leadership evolved into deeper theological debates, distinguishing
the Shi‘a emphasis on the Imamate from the Sunni acceptance of the caliphate’s
political nature (Esposito, 2003).

Imam Hasan’s leadership (as) was therefore exercised within this fraught

context of contested legitimacy and ongoing conflict. His approach emphasized

reconciliation and the avoidance of further bloodshed among Muslims, a stance

that was reflected in his eventual decision to negotiate peace with Mu‘awiya ?
(Mavani, 2013).

This treaty, though controversial, was a strategic choice aiming at preserving
the ummah’s unity and preventing further fragmentation amid a nascent Umayyad
dynasty’s consolidation of power. The political dynamics of Imam Hasan’s era (as)
thus represents a crucial turning point in Islamic history, illustrating the complex
interplay between religion, power, and legitimacy.

Imam Hasan’s abdication(as) and the peace treaty he concluded are seen by
many scholars as pragmatic responses to the realities of power imbalance and
the urgent need to maintain communal stability in a deeply divided and volatile
environment (Madelung, 1997; Veccia Vaglieri, 2013).

2.3 Conflict Resolution and Negotiated Settlements

Conflict Resolution Theory emphasizes negotiated settlements as essential
mechanisms to end hostilities when neither party can achieve a clear military
victory or when the human, social, and economic costs of continued conflict become
prohibitively high (Fisher, 2019; Bercovitch & Jackson, 2021). These frameworks
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repair,” sulh embodies both a legal mechanism and an ethical ideal designed to
prevent conflict escalation and promote social cohesion (Abou El Fadl, 2017). In
classical Islamic law, sulh is recognized as a preferred method of dispute resolution
that emphasizes mutual consent, fairness, and compromise without resorting to
prolonged litigation or violence.

This contract is binding and enforceable, reflecting the Islamic principle that
agreements made in good faith must be honored (Farah, 2018). Moreover, sulh
is not merely a legal tool but also an ethical imperative deeply connected to the
preservation of the ummah’s unity and prevention of fitna (civil strife).

Scholars such as Abou El Fadl (2017) and Kamali (2021) emphasize that sulh
reflects the spirit of mercy and justice that underpins Islamic law, promoting
forgiveness and coexistence over punitive retribution: In contemporary Islamic

legal discourse, sulh continues to be invoked as a model for conflict resolution

within both personal and political spheres, highlighting its enduring significance-

Its adaptability and emphasis on consensual justice make it relevant in modern

contexts such as family mediation, inter-communal conflicts, and even international
diplomacy (Sachedina, 2021).

2.2 Political Context of Imam Hasan’s Era (as)

The political context during Imam Hasan ibn Ali’s era (as) was marked by
profound upheaval and significant transformation in the early Islamic community.
Imam Hasan (as) assumed leadership following the assassination of his father,
Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (as), who was the central figure in Islamic history. Ali’s (as)
caliphate itself was contested and fraught with internal divisions, including the first
Fitna (civil war), which had deeply fragmented the Muslim ummah (Madelung,
1997)-

The ensuing power vacuum created intense rivalry between various factions,
particularly between supporters of the house of Imam Ali (as) (the Alids) and
the Umayyad family, led by Mu‘awiya ibn Abi Sufyan. Mu‘awiya, as governor
of Syria and a seasoned political and military leader, had challenged Imam Ali’s
authority (as) for years and sought to establish his own dynastic rule. Following

Imam Ali’s assassination (as) in 661 CE, Mu‘awiya proclaimed himself caliph,
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Introduction

Theearlylslamic period witnessed several episodes of intra-Muslim conflict whose
resolution strategies varied from prolonged warfare to negotiated settlements. One
of the most debated cases is the treaty concluded between Imam Hasan ibn Ali (as)
and Mu‘awiya in 661 CE. Classical chroniclers and later commentators have framed
Hasan’s (as) decision in different lights: as a shameful abdication, a realist concession
to military asymmetry, or a principled effort to prevent Muslim bloodshed while
preserving normative claims to leadership (Wikipedia, 2025).

This study aims to reconstruct the political and normative content of Hasan (as)—
Mu‘awiya treaty; analyze Hasan’s (as)motivations and strategic calculus through
textual-historical methods; and evaluate the treaty as an instance of negotiated
settlement in the early Islamic political repertoire. By applying interdisciplinary

lenses historical text analysis and conflict-resolution theory the study contributes

to scholarship on Islamic political thought. It proposes that Hasan’s (as) sulh should

be seen as a calculated strategy prioritizing communal survival and moral authority,

rather than simple capitulation (Al-Islam, n-d-; ResearchGate, n-d-; FBA, 2024).

Beyond the immediate political and military rationale, Hasan’s (as) treaty
represents a pivotal moment in the evolution of normative authority within
early Islamic history. Rather than seeking to hold onto ephemeral political power,
Hasan’s move arguably anticipated later dynamics in which religious legitimacy
held primacy over governance. Through sulh, he preserved a moral high ground
even as he withdrew from active political contention. This choice influenced the
understanding of the Imamate within muslims’ belief as fundamentally ethical and
spiritual, rather than reliant on tangible authority, a conceptual transition that still
impacts contemporary conversations about Islamic leadership and political ethics.
(Madelung, 1997; al-Islam, n-d-; LSE, n-d-).

2: Theoretical Framework

2.1 Definitions and Legal Foundations of “Sulh”

The term Sulh in Islam fundamentally refers to a process of reconciliation
or settlement aiming at resolving disputes and restoring harmony within the

community. Derived from the Arabic root s-I-h, meaning “to make good” or “to
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-~3Abstractiss-—-

This research examines Imam Hasan ibn Ali’s (as) (d- 670 CE) recourse to
reconciliation (sulh) with Mu‘awiya as a strategic political option amid the First
Fitna. Drawing on primary accounts of the Hasan (as)-Mu‘awiya treaty and on
contemporary scholarship in Islamic political thought and peace studies, the
study asks whether Hasan’s (as) decision should be read primarily as pragmatic
preservation, moral refusal of bloodshed, or a form of political negotiation
designed to protect muslim community interests. Using a historical-qualitative
design, textual analysis was applied to classical chronicles, treaty texts, and modern
analyses to extract themes of legitimacy, strategy, and communal survival. Results
show that Hasan'’s (as) sulh combined normative stipulations (shira for succession,
rule according to the Qur’an and Sunna, amnesty for partisans) with pragmatic

concessions to military realities a hybrid posture aimed at minimizing intra-Muslim

bloodshed while attempting to safeguard political and religious prerogatives of his

followers.

The treaty’s terms, subsequent violations, and Hasan’s (as) withdrawal
from active politics suggest a deliberate strategy of containment and moral
demonstration rather than capitulation. The discussion situates Hasan’s (as)
decision within contemporary concepts of conflict management, political
legitimacy, and transitional justice, arguing that sulh can be understood as an early
Islamic model of negotiated settlement that privileged communal continuity over
dynastic victory.

Keywords: Imam Hasan ibn Ali (as); sulh (reconciliation); Hasan—Mu‘awiya

treaty; political legitimacy; conflict management; early Islamic politics.
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